The Lamb, the Lamb,
O Father, where’s the sacrifice?
Faith sees, believes
God will provide the Lamb of price!
Worthy is the Lamb
Whose death makes me His own!
The Lamb is reigning on His throne.
— “The Lamb” from LSB 547, v. 1

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2020 — Live-stream only at 8AM

Today’s Message
Sermon Title: “From a Dead-end Road to the Path of Life”
Text: Genesis 22:1-18
In our sermon this morning, we will meditate on Genesis 22 in which
God tests Abraham by charging him to sacrifice his son Isaac. From
Abraham’s perspective, it appears as if God is leading him down a
dead-end road: a road that would end in the death of his one and
only son whom he loved. However, through this narrative, God takes
what appears to be a dead-end road and provides the path of life.
God accomplishes this through a ram caught in a thicket that would
take Isaac’s place as a sacrifice. In this way, scripture foreshadows
how God would ultimately take the seemingly dead-end roads of our
lives, and open to us the path of life through Jesus. Christ, the Lamb of
God, takes our place and walks the road of death for us so that the
road of our lives might end in everlasting life.

Order for Service this Weekend:
Sunday, March 22, 8 AM, Morning Worship Live-stream only
LIVE-STREAMING Holy Cross live streams the 8 AM service each Sunday on a
link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this service for our members who
cannot attend worship. The video perspective from the choir loft looks toward
the altar and shows all aspects of the service from the sixth row of pews
forward. This includes communion, children’s talks, and baptisms.
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The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2020
Divine Service, Setting Four
Opening Hymn: Not All the Blood of Beasts LSB 431

PLEASE STAND

Public domain

Confession and Absolution
The sign the cross  may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: who made heaven and earth.

Psalm 124:8

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Psalm 130:3-4

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
[Luke 18:13]
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People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us
to everlasting life. Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
John 20:19-23

Introit

PS.

27:4-6; ANTIPHON: PS. 25:15

Pastor: My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
People: for He will pluck my feet out of the net.
Pastor: One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:
People: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple.
Pastor: For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble;
People: He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift me high
upon a rock.
Pastor: And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around
me, and I will offer in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy!
People: I will sing and make melody to the LORD.
All:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Pastor: My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
People: for He will pluck my feet out of the net.

Kyrie

LSB 204

Salutation and Collect of the Day
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new
every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive
us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul.
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Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness,
give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 22:1-18

PLEASE SIT

Lector: The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 22.
1After

these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!”
And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac,
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of
his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told
him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place
from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the
donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to
you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on
Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went
both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My
father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and
the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said,
“God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So
they went both of them together.
9When

they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham
built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son
and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached
out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the
LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he
said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his
eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it
up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name
of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”
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15And

the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from
heaven 16and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will
surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall
possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-14
Lector: The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter five.
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good
and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.
11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose
them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in
secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible,
14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Verse

Ps. 36:9

People: With You is the fountain of life; in Your light do we see light.

Holy Gospel: John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the ninth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
1As

[Jesus] passed by, He saw a man blind from birth.

2And

His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in
him. 4We must work the works of Him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and
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made mud with the saliva. Then He anointed the man’s eyes with the
mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means
Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.
13They

brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his
eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight.
And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”
16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do
such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So they said again
to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened
your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
14Now

34They

answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach
us?” And they cast him out.
35Jesus

heard that they had cast him out, and having found him He said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir,
that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and
it is He who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he
worshiped Him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that
those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day: Lamb of God

LSB 550

© 1985 Straightway Music; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010116.

Sermon: : “From a Dead-end Road to the Path of Life”
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Genesis 22:1-18

Prayer of the Church
Each petition concludes:
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you His peace.
People: Amen.
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Closing Hymn: The Lamb

© 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010116.

Silent Prayer and Chimes
Postlude
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LSB 547

Serving in God’s House Today
March 22, 2020
Preacher

Adam Flanick, M.Div. Student

Liturgist

Rev. Andrew Gimbel
Rev. Jonathan Meyer

Director of Christian Education Meghan Flanick
Director of Music

Michelle Sliger

LIVE-STREAMING Holy Cross live streams the 8 AM service each Sunday
on a link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this service for our
members who cannot attend worship. The video perspective from the
choir loft looks toward the altar and shows all aspects of the service from
the sixth row of pews forward. This includes communion, children’s talks,
and baptisms.
At this time, as we hunker down to weather the storm of Covid-19, we
will not be meeting at church for services — but we will be meeting
online on Wednesday at 7pm and Sunday at 8am. Please join us for a
live feed at those times on www.hcross.com. The video is automatically
downloaded into an archive so it can be viewed at any time.
If you know someone who is unable to use the technology needed to
worship with an online service, the church office creates an audio CD
that we send to some of our shut-ins weekly and we would be happy to
expand the list of people who get to go to church in that way. We also
send our shut-ins who want them the bulletin and weekly newsletter.
Help us communicate with each other! Let us know what you need. The
church office is still operating, pastors are still preaching and teaching—
in slightly different methods—, the phones still ring, and email is still a valid way of talking to us. Technology allows church staff to step away from
the physical office and set up virtual ones in our homes.

When you cannot come to church, the church will come to you —
we’re in the process of learning more ways of doing that!
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church
& Preschool
With the help of God,
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
grows disciples and transforms hearts for Christ.
Rev. Andrew J. Gimbel
Rev. Jonathan V. Meyer
Pastoral Team

Meghan Flanick
Director of Christian Education

Darlene Birk
Preschool Director

Michelle Sliger
Director of Music

Greg Cissell
Choir Director

8945 Veterans Memorial Parkway
O’Fallon, MO 63366
(636) 272-4505
www.hcross.com
Contact Church office at secretary@hcross.com

Office Hours: Monday—Friday, 8AM-NOON, 1PM-4PM
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