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J oin us this month for our sermon series, òBiblical Portraits of Stewardship.ó This series will highlight 

Biblical characters, diving into these òheroes of the 

faithó and see how they were good stewards of their 

time, talents, and treasures. The goal is that by looking 

at these people they might strengthen the faith and 

thus the stewardship responses of those hearing it.  

 

Week 1 (October 9/10) - TREASURE 
For this weekend, we will be looking at Biblical 

characters who give generously of their wealth and 

money God had given to them. For the Old Testament 

reading, we will hear of wealthy Abraham and how he 

immediately gives gifts to the priest -king Melchizedek. 

In the Epistle reading, we will be hearing from 2 

Corinthians and how Paul shares that the churches of 

Macedonia gave generously of their tithes and 

finances. Finally, in the Gospel reading from Luke, we 

will hear of the story of Zacchaeus and how he repaid 

people back four times the amount he had cheated 

them.  

Week 2 (October 16/17) - TALENT 
This weekend we will be looking at those who were 

gifted and talented in some very specific areas and 

how they used their talents to serve God and to serve 

His people. In the Old Testament reading, we are 

going to hear about two men, Bezalel and Oholiab. 

Each of these two men were skilled artisans whom the 

Lord called to use their gifts in the construction of the 

tabernacle. For the Epistle reading, we are going to 

look at Paulõs letter to the church in Rome, where Paul 

acknowledges that different gifts are given to different 

people, and that these talents can be used 

generously. Finally, in the Gospel reading, we dive into 

Jesusõ telling of the parable of the talents, where three 

men are gifted differently, and use their abilities to 

invest with varying results.  

 

Week 3 (October 23/24) - TIME 
Finally, this weekend we talk through Godõs precious 

gift of time. God gives us time as a gift, and so we look  
ñ Continued on page 3  

Biblical Portraits of Stewardship 



2   +   Koinonia  

Darlene Birk, Preschool Director  

P reschool is having a great start. Parents received 

a comprehensive Health Safety Plan to address 

hand washing, cleaning, individualized school 

supplies and how illnesses are handled. We are 

continuing drop off at 8:30 and pick up at 11:30 

under the portico due to the large number of 

people. Because parents using Extended Education 

arrive one at a time, they have been issued security 

cards and pick up their child at the classroom door. 

We have a full class of 16 students in the 4 -year -old 

morning class. We opened a second classroom for 

morning 3 -year -olds so we have 6 openings 

remaining.  
 

Thirteen of the 30 students use Extended Education. 

Families of 17 students are returning to us after 

previous years, 8 were referred to us by church and 

friends, 3 saw the sign and 2 found us online. Five 

students are members of Holy Cross, 2 attend area 

Lutheran churches, 6 attend nondenominational 

churches and 17 listed no church home. We praise 

God for the opportunity we have to share Jesus with 

the families He has brought to our Preschool.  
 

We spent the first month of school learning school 

routines and getting to know each other. Each 

student created a book of how God made them 

special. We learned that God gives us families who 

work together to help each other. We also learned 

about autumn and apples. The 4 -year -old students 

are learning a letter each week and will create their 

own letter book throughout the year. During Jesus 

time we heard the story of creation and began 

hearing about the many blessings God gives us 

through the stories of the Old Testament. We will 

learn more of Godõs love all year. 
 

As a continuing fundraiser and to teach recycling, 

the preschoolers took home containers to collect 

can tabs. You are welcome to join in the collection. 

You can deposit tabs in the collection cans on top 

of the Preschool cubbies, on the Preschool shelf in 

the Welcome Center and in the kitchen. Please 

support our other Third Source Funding Project by 

shopping at smile.amazon.com.   
 

We invite you to hear the preschoolers sing praises 

on October 16 at the 3PM church service. Follow us 

on our Facebook page at facebook.com/

hclpreschool to see more of our activities.    

Preschool Opens its Doors  

http://smile.amazon.com/
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Continue to support Holy Cross 

Lutheran Preschool through its Third 

Source Funding Projects: shop at 

smile.amazon.com  and collect can 

tabs. Please contact the Preschool 

Director, Darlene Birk, at 272 -4505 if 

you have any questions regarding 

these programs.  

 

The Golf for School Tournament held 

Sept. 26 at The Links at Dardenne 

was a success! Golfers enjoyed 

good weather, good food, and 

Christian fellowship.  

The Board of Stewardship ƛǎ happy to announce the 
updated online giving page is now available. The 
Stewardship Team has been working with Vanco to 
upgrade the online giving platform known as Simply 
Giving. Here is a review of what has and has not changed 
regarding online giving:  
 

What Has Not Changed 

¶ Accessing online giving. From the Holy Cross website 
(hcross.com), select Electronic Giving, and click on the 
Simply Giving link. 

¶ Your username and password. If you have existing 

login information, please use that to access your 

account. If this is your first time using online giving, 

please use the Sign Up option or check out as a guest. 

¶ Your current recurring contributions. If you choose not 

to access the new online giving page, there will be no 

Biblical Portraits of Stewardship from page 1 ññ 
at how some Biblical characters were faithful and 

generous with the days, months, and years with 

which God had blessed them. For our Old Testament 

reading this weekend, we will look at King Josiah and 

how God called him to serve as a king at only the 

age of 8, serving and giving of himself even at the 

age he was. Paul the apostle made good use of his 

time while in captivity, writing a handful of letters to 

churches across the known world. Philippians is one 

such letter, and we will be hearing from that epistle 

this weekend also. As for the Gospel reading, we go 

back to Luke chapter 2 shortly after the birth of Jesus 

and see how Anna and Simeon used their time at the 

end of their respective lives, serving the Lord faithfully 

in the temple.  

We will be welcoming to 

Holy Cross this final 

weekend Rev. Bill Geis, 

who serves on the staff of 

the LCMS Missouri District 

as the Assistant to the 

President for Missions and 

Congregational Services.  

 

We hope and pray that 

you will continue to connect with us for this special 

series and be filled and empowered by the Holy Spirit 

to live generously in your lives each day!  

ñPastor Gimbel  

change to your established recurring online giving 

contribution amount, giving frequency, and bank 

account or card used to make the contributions. 
 

What Has Changed 

¶ The look of Simply Giving. Each fund now includes a 

description of how contributions are used. 

¶ Using a òbasketó for giving. Once you decide on a 

fund to contribute to, select the amount, frequency, 
and start date (if applicable). Add it to your basket. 

You may select another fund or go to payment. 
 

Have questions or need more information?  You 
may contact the Stewardship Team in person or by 
email: 

¶ Bill Adams, badams3013@aol.com 

¶ Anita Linneman, Treasurer@Hcross.com 

¶ Brenda Marhanka, Bookkeeper@Hcross.com 

¶ Call the church office and give your name and 

number, and one of the team will be in touch with 

you. 
 

The Board of Stewardship gives special thanks to Brian Storm 
and Pastor Gimbel for the pictures used on the new online giving 
page. 

Celebration of Lights 2022  
The time to celebrate the birth of our Savior is 

just around the corner and an important part 

of the celebration is bringing the good news 

of Our Saviorõs birth to our community. Our 

congregation will work to spread the good 

news and the true meaning of Christmas by 

once again participating in the Celebration of Lights, sponsored 

by the City of OõFallon. Holy Cross participates by setting up a 

nativity display at Fort Zumwalt Park and providing volunteers to 

assist with directing traffic and collecting entry fees. Elders are 

looking for willing hands to help.  If you are interested, please 

contact Don Wischmeyer, Joe Snyder or Ed Belter for further 

information.    

http://hcross.com/
mailto:badams3013@aol.com
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Thank you to volunteers who packed 1,600 packets of 
seed on Sept. 2. 
 

Hope Seedsõ mission sharing the love of Christ, 
reducing hunger through worldwide partnerships, and 
empowering people with sustainable food production 
skills, seeds, and resources. 
 

Garden vegetable seed varieties are purchased from 
certified seed companies with proper germination 
tests. Seeds are kept in proper coolers to preserve 
germination. Packet seeds are sent to missionaries, 
agronomists, or agriculturists who can teach people 
how to plant, care for gardens, and save seed from 
their best plants so they can plant again. 
 

Hope Seeds was founded more than 20 years ago to 
increase food security in developing nations; however, 
they also provide local support for community 
education and garden projects in the USA. Seed has 
been sent to more than 60 countries. 
 

From January to July 2021, 151,884 packets were sent 
to Ghana, Haiti, Kenya, Nicaragua, Philippines, South 
Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, USA, and Zimbabwe. They 
were sent in family packets of 10 varieties suitable to 
the culture and growing season at each destination. 
Included in the family packet is also a "Message of 
Hope" written in their language. 
 

These seeds are purchased in bulk with volunteer 
offerings. Individual volunteers help pack these seeds 
into 2"x3" zip lock bags, amounts appropriate for a 
garden; for example, 1/8 tsp., Ĳ tsp., ı tsp., 1 tsp, 1/2 
tb., or 1 tb. per packet. Another group will pack the 
family packets before shipment. 
 

Holy Cross is presently participating in seed packing 
on the first Thursday morning each month from 9  
to noon. You can come to help any amount of time 
you have during this time period for whatever time 
you have available.  
 

Come join us Oct. 7, and enjoy the fellowship of 
working with folks to serve those less fortunate. Your 
prayers and support increase Hope Seedsõ capacity to 
serve the hungry as we provide Hope to meet the 
physical and spiritual needs through seeds and the 
Gospel messages. 
 

Hope Seeds Volunteer Coordinator, 
Luella Franke      
 

Luella Franke is the mother of Sarah Miget, a Holy 
Cross member, and drives from her home in Perry 
County on the days she is at Holy Cross. 

Our new DCE wants to 

meet YOU!  

Please join her, her family 

and make some new friends 

at a Dine, Connect, Engage 

ôThankfulõ for the Blessing 

of Baby Smith!! 

D CE Charity Smith and husband Jesse will be welcoming their second child in 
November. The Church Worker Support Team, along 
with Church leadership, will be hosting a Family Shower 
on Oct. 10 following the 10:30  service to usher in the 
joy of this new blessing. 
 

Bring the whole family for lunch, games, and 
fellowship!Gifts are welcome but not required. Need 
ideas? Baby wipes, baby shampoo/lotion, and gift cards 
are always good ideas. 
 

If you plan to attend, grab a lunch ticket from a 
member of the CWST Committee to help 
them plan the celebration. Letõs 
wrap our newest family to Holy 
Cross in love and support as they 
prepare for their little gift!  

DCE Charity Smith wants to engage all members of the 
congregation in meaningful small group dinners.  
Participants can connect with one another across age 
groups and become better acquainted with each other as 
well as with Charity and her family. Several dinners have 
taken place; others have been planned through October. 
Then they will begin again in January. Watch for your 
invitation! DCE Smith is determined to personally meet as 
many persons in the congregation as possible!! 
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Koinonia-Fellowship, a publication of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 8945 Veterans Memorial Parkway, OôFallon, 
MO 63366, is published monthly with information for its members.  

Editor Joyce Niewald. Deadline for the November 2021 issue is October 15. Email articles and photos prior to 

deadline at secretary@hcross.com.  

BOARD OF YOUTH  

BOARD OF Education  

Trunk or Treat 
Mark your calendars! Trunk or Treat is 
coming Oct. 24, 5 to7 ! Watch Weekly 
News & Notes for more information about 
details for this event (plans are still 
evolving!)ê 
 

 
  

LYF NightñWednesdays 
All high schoolers, we are having weekly LYF meetings 
every Wednesday 6:45-8 .Please join us in the Sr High 
room. LYF also meet during Education Hour on Sundays!  
 

 

National Youth Gathering (NYG) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next NYG meeting for youth and their families is 
Oct. 3 in the gym after 10:30  service.  We will be 
covering cost, transportation and important dates. 
 

Interested in being an adult leader for NYG? Please come 
to our informational meeting Oct. 17 after the 10:30  
service. We will be talking about dates, expectations and 
cost. 
 

Youth Gatherings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention 6th-8th graders! There is a Higher Things 
retreat at Village Lutheran Church in St. Louis on Fri., 
Nov. 5 from 5:30  to Sat., Nov. 6, 3:30 .  
 

If you are interested, please contact Sarah Miget 
(573)768-0719 or DCE Smith  (314)529-1960. RSVPs 
due Oct. 17. Cost of $35 per person includes 
everything. Overnight accommodations are onsite.  
Parents, we will need chaperons!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling all High Schoolers! Missouri District is 
having its annual youth gathering Nov. 5-7 
at Cross Pointe Retreat Center, Rocky Mount, 
MO. Registration is $125 per person due Oct. 17 to 
Sarah Miget (573)768-0719 or DCE Smith  (314)529-
1960. More details TBA. 
Parents, we will need chaperons! 
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Holy Cross: Sixty -first Church Anniversary  

A drone took a congregation picture after the 10:30  service held outside.     

Anniversary Sunday on Sept. 11, 2021, saw 
many in the congregation worship outside at the 
10:30  service, stay for boxed lunches and 

shaved ice, and enjoy games and other entertain-
ment in the afternoon.     


