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As We Gather 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS is celebrated in accordance with the 

Lutheran confession that Christ’s body and blood are truly given to us with the 

bread and wine to give forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to repentant, 

reconciled believers in Christ. Missouri-Synod Lutherans united with us in that 

confession are invited to receive the Sacrament with us. Others who desire to 

commune should first speak with a Pastor or an Elder.  

• For those whose health or circumstance may require it, Holy Cross offers 

an alcohol-removed red wine (containing less than 0.5% alcohol) 

located in the center of each Communion tray.  
 

• Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to a Pastor or Elder before 

the service.  
 

• If you want communion in the pew, please let an usher or Elder know 

before the service. 
 

• Please do not stack the plastic communion cups in the baskets.  Stacked 

cups hinder the rinsing process. Thank you. 
 

ATTENDANCE PADS: We invite members and guests alike to take a moment to sign 

the red fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. Please 

provide contact information if you are interested in membership or if you would 

like to be contacted by the church. After signing, please pass it to your neighbor 

and then return it to its spot by the aisle. 

 

LIVE-STREAMING of 8 AM SERVICE WEEKLY: Holy Cross live streams the 8 AM service 

each Sunday on a link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this service for our 

members who cannot attend worship. The video perspective from the choir loft 

looks toward the altar and shows all aspects of the service from the sixth row of 

pews forward. This includes baptisms, children’s talks, and communion. 

http://hcross.com
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Second Sunday of Easter 
April 6-7, 2024 

Divine Service, Setting One  LSB 151 

 

PRELUDES -  Jesus Lives, the Victory's Won - I    Jacob Weber 

  Variations on "O Filii et Filiae"    Timothy Shaw 

 

Confession and Absolution 
OPENING HYMN: “O Sons and Daughters of the King” LSB 470, sts. 1-4  

PLEASE STAND 

   

   

   
 

The sign of the cross  may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT      Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3 
P Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 

grow up to salvation— 

C if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 

P Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon His name; 

C make known His deeds among the peoples! 
 

P Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; 

C tell of all His wondrous works! 
 

P Glory in His holy name; 

C let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
 

P Seek the LORD and His strength; 

C seek His presence continually! 
 

P Remember the wondrous works that He has done, 

C His miracles, and the judgments He uttered. 
 

P He remembers His covenant forever,  

C the word the He commanded, for a thousand generations. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.. 
 

P Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 

grow up to salvation— 

C if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
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KYRIE    LSB 152 
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THIS IS THE FEAST                  LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

    
 

P Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection 

may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord 

and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:32–35              PLEASE SIT 

A The First Reading for the Second Sunday of Easter is from Acts, 

chapter 4. 
 

T he full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, 

and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his 

own, but they had everything in common. 33And with great power the 

apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 

and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person 

among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them 

and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ 

feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE: I John 1:1-2:2 

A The Epistle is from First John, chapter 1 and 2. 

T hat which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 

have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched 

with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made 

manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the 

eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 
3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that 

you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with 

the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things 

so that our joy may be complete. 
 

This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that 

God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship 

with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 
7But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If 

we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If 

we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we 

make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 

But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 

only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE  LSB 156                 PLEASE STAND 
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

 
 

O n the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 

locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When 

He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the 

disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending 

you.” 22And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are 

forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 

24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the mark of the nails, 

and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into 

His side, I will never believe.” 
 

26Eight days later, His disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then He said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here, and see My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in 

My side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered Him, “My 

Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 

have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” 
 

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 

are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in His name. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                  PLEASE BE SEATED/SUNDAY ONLY 

The Sacrament of the Altar

Handbell Voluntary 
Betcher; Sunday
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “O Sons and Daughters of the King”               LSB 470, sts. 5-9 

    

    

    
 

SERMON 
 

NICENE CREED        PLEASE STAND 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 
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     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
      Additional petitions conclude: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 

      The prayers conclude: 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

 trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING                 PLEASE BE SEATED 
As offerings are gathered, please take a moment to sign the red 

fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. If you 

are interested in membership, please provide a phone number or email 

address so that we may contact you.  
 

VOLUNTARY  —  Jesus, Meine Zuversicht           Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE                                                                     LSB 160; PLEASE STAND 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most 

especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us 

and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by 

His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary 

Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS: Holy, Holy, Holy                           LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING              LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 
 

 For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has 

redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has 

delivered us into new life in Him. 
 

 Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given 

into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass 

through death to the promised land of life eternal. 
 

 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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LORD’S PRAYER         
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD                                                                           LSB 163 
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AGNUS DEI: “Lamb of God”                                                                      LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION                                                       Please be seated 

Please see notice on page 2. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS                        
LSB 631: Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face 

LSB 472: These Things Did Thomas Count as Real 

LSB 469: Christ the Lord is Risen Today 

LSB 480: He’s Risen, He’s Risen 

 

DISMISSAL                                                                                                             Please stand 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart Tin peace. 
C Amen. 
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THANK THE LORD                  LSB 164 

     

     

     

     
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION                  LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”                             LSB 490 

 

SILENT PRAYER & CHIMES 
 

POSTLUDE: Jesus Lives, the Victory’s Won—II             Jacob Weber 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
& Preschool 

 

8945 Veterans Memorial Parkway 

O’Fallon, MO 63366 

(636) 272-4505 
www.hcross.com 

 

Serving in God’s House 

April 6-7, 2024 

Preacher  Seminarian Vincent Otto 

Director of Christian Education Charity Smith 

Director of Music David Gilson 

Elder  

  

3PM Paul Helvey 

8AM Chris Price 

10:45AM Kent Haffer, Brian Storm 

Ushers  3PM Refer to Elder 

8AM Steve Liescheidt,  Mike Vesper 

10:45AM Refer to Elder 
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