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As We Gather 
 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY 
Today we recognize those who have graduated from college or postgraduate programs. If you 

did not send in a bio or picture, you are still welcome to come up for the blessing during the 

service. Your Holy Cross Family congratulates you on your achievement and success! 

 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS is celebrated in accordance with the Lutheran 

confession that Christ’s body and blood are truly given to us with the bread and wine to 

give forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to repentant, reconciled believers in Christ. 

Missouri-Synod Lutherans united with us in that confession are invited to receive the 

Sacrament with us. Others who desire to commune should first speak with a Pastor or an 

Elder.  

 For those who may require it: Holy Cross offers an alcohol-removed red 

wine (containing less than 0.5% alcohol) located in the center of each 

Communion tray.  

 Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to a Pastor or Elder before 

the service.  

 Communion in the pew is available: let an usher or Elder know before the 

service. 

 Individual Communion cups: Please do not stack the plastic cups in the 

baskets after use at communion. Stacked cups stick together and hinder 

the rinsing process. Thanks for understanding! 

 
ATTENDANCE PADS: Take a moment to sign the red fellowship pad located by the 

center aisle of each pew. Provide contact information if you are interested in 

membership or if you would like to be contacted by the church. After signing, please 

pass it to your neighbor and then return it to its spot by the aisle. 

 
LIVE-STREAMING of 8 AM SERVICE WEEKLY: Holy Cross live streams the 8 AM service each 

Sunday on a link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this service for our members 

who cannot attend worship. The video perspective from the choir loft looks toward the 

altar and shows all aspects of the service from the sixth row of pews forward. This 

includes baptisms, children’s talks, and communion. 

 
COLORING PAGE: see page 18. 

 

http://hcross.com
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Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Divine Service, Setting Three 
May 17-18, 2025 

 

Prelude: Selections from Partita on “At the Lamb’s High Feast”        John Ferguson 
 

T Confession and Absolution T 
 

Opening Hymn: “Rise, Shine, You People” LSB 825                                   Please Stand   
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The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 

of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

T Service of the Word T 
 

Kyrie                             LSB 186 
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This Is the Feast                  LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we 

may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that 

among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true 

joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

First Reading: Acts 11:1-18                   Please Sit 
 

 

A The First Reading is from Acts 11:1-18. 
 

N ow the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea 

heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2So 

when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, 

saying, 3“You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4But Peter 

began and explained it to them in order: 5“I was in the city of Joppa 

praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet 

descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came 

down to me. 6Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey 

and reptiles and birds of the air. 7And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, 

Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or 

unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But the voice answered a second 

time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 
10This happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 
11And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in 

which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12And the Spirit told me to go 

with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied 

me, and we entered the man’s house. 13And he told us how he had seen 

the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon 

who is called Peter; 14he will declare to you a message by which you will 

be saved, you and all your household.’ 15As I began to speak, the Holy 

Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the 

word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave the same gift to them as 

He gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 

could stand in God’s way?” 18When they heard these things they fell 

silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has 

granted repentance that leads to life.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle: Revelation 21:1–7 

A The Epistle is from Revelation, chapter 21. 

T hen I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 
2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 

with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be His people, and God 

Himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning 

nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
 

5And He who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all 

things new.” Also He said, “Write this down, for these words are 

trustworthy and true.” 6And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha 

and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from 

the spring of the water of life without payment. 7The one who conquers 

will have this heritage, and I will be His God and he will be My son.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Choral Response: All Things New          Elaine Hagenberg; Sunday 

Light after darkness, gain after loss, 

Strength after weakness, crown after cross; 

Sweet after bitter, hope after fears, 

Home after wandering, praise after tears. 

 

Alpha and Omega, beginning and the end, 

He is making all things new; 

Springs of living water shall wash away each tear. 

He is making all things new. 

 

Sight after mystery, sun after rain, 

Joy after sorrow, peace after pain; 

Near after distant, gleam after gloom, 

Love aftеr loneliness, life after tomb. 
    - Frances Havergal and Rev. 21:5-6, adapt. 
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Alleluia                                 LSB 190; Please Stand 

    

 

Holy Gospel: John 16:12-22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 

    
 

[J esus said:] “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you 

into all the truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever 

He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are to 

come. 14He will glorify Me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it to 

you. 15All that the Father has is Mine; therefore I said that He will take 

what is Mine and declare it to you. 
 

16“A little while, and you will see Me no longer; and again a little while, 

and you will see Me.” 17So some of His disciples said to one another, 

“What is this that He says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me, 

and again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I am going 

to the Father’?” 18So they were saying, “What does He mean by ‘a little 

while’? We do not know what He is talking about.” 19Jesus knew that they 

wanted to ask Him, so He said to them, “Is this what you are asking 

yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see Me, 

and again a little while and you will see Me’? 20Truly, truly, I say to you, 

you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, 

but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21When a woman is giving birth, she has 

sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the 

baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being 

has been born into the world. 22So also you have sorrow now, but I will 

see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy 

from you.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed                                                                                     

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message                                       Please be seated/Sunday 
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Hymn of the Day: “In Thee is Gladness”                                    LSB 818 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

Sermon 
 

Graduation Blessing 
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Offertory LSB 192                  Please Stand 

    

    

    

    

    
 

Offering & Rite of Fellowship            Please Sit 
We ask that all worshipers take a moment to sign the red fellowship pad located at the 

end of the pew by the center aisle and return it to its spot when finished. If you are 

interested in membership, please provide a phone number or email address so that we 

may contact you. Thank you. 

 

Voluntary: Offertoire No. 18 in C Major          Edmond Dierickx 
 

Prayer of the Church        Please Stand 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

 according to their needs. 

 Additional petitions conclude: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 

 The prayers conclude: 

P   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

      trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
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T Service of the Sacrament T 

 

 

Preface                                                           LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And 

most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has 

destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 

life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus: “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                                                          LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer                         LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

   give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord                       LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

The Peace of the Lord                        LSB 197 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei: “Lamb of God”                            LSB 198 
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Distribution for Holy Communion  
 

Distribution Hymns:                                            Please Sit 
LSB 633 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 

LSB 821 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” 

LSB 673 “Jerusalem, My Happy Home” 
 

Dismissal   LSB 199                                      Please Stand 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis                  LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving                 LSB 200 

    

     
 

A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus                  LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction                LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

    
 

Closing Hymn: “When Peace, like a River”              LSB 763 

    

    

    

    
   

Silent Prayer & Chimes 

Postlude: At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing         Paul Manz 
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BRODY VAN WAVE 
Graduating from Fort Zumwalt North 

High School on May 24, 2025 
Attending Harvard University in the fall  
Planning to study Materials Science 

and Mechanical Engineering  
Planning to continue playing cello in 

the Harvard-Radcliffe Orchestra  
Considering "walking on" to the men's 

lightweight rowing team  

 

ELLA EMERICK 
2025 Graduate of The University of 

Mississippi 
Bachelor of Science in General 

Engineering - Emphasis in 
Manufacturing 

After graduation, Ella will be 
employed as a manufacturing 
engineer at Raytheon. 

CARL WIESE  
BA in Business Administration with 

an emphasis in Management and 
certificates in Human Relationsand 
Insurance Underwriting from the 
University of Missouri. 

 
BENJAMIN WIESE 

Associate’s degree in Applied Science 
and Welding from State Tech. 
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Serving in God’s House Today 

Preacher  Pastor Jason P. Kohm 

Liturgist Pastor Andrew J. Gimbel 

Director of Christian Education Charity Smith 

Director of Music David Gilson 

Music Adult Choir 

Elder   Saturday, 5PM Sol Conrad, Jerry Lancour 

Sunday, 8AM Chris Price 

Sunday, 10:45AM Bruce Richardson 

Ushers   Saturday, 5PM Matt Benigno, Chloe Benigno 

Sunday, 8AM Terry Hardy 

Sunday, 10:45AM David Weseman 

Greeters  Saturday, 5PM Rick & Joy Wisa 

Sunday, 8 AM Bruce & Peggy Linn 

Sunday, 10:45AM Dianne Anderson, Elaine Alton,  

Loretta Ezell, Elma Jane Kramer 
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Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
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 Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
& Preschool 

 

8945 Veterans Memorial Parkway 

O’Fallon, MO 63366 

(636) 272-4505 

www.hcross.com 
 

Rev. Andrew J. Gimbel 

Rev. Jason P. Kohm 

Pastoral Team 
 

Charity Smith 

Director of Christian Education 
 

David Gilson 

Director of Music 
 

Morgan Calcaterra 

Preschool Director 
 

Joyce Niewald 

Church Secretary 

secretary@hcross.com 

With the help of God, 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

grows disciples 
and transforms hearts 

for Christ. 


