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It’s hard  
to believe that it’s been 

almost an entire year 

since we all celebrated Call Day 2024! The stakes 

were high for both you and me—you didn’t know 

which new pastor you’d receive, and I didn’t know 

which congregation I’d be sent to (though I did 

sincerely hope and pray that the Lord would call 

me here). I remember that day being full of 

suspense, excitement, joy, relief once it was over…

all of the emotions.  
 

Yet here we are, one year later, with much lower 

stakes than before. Right? You’ve got your 

associate pastor, I’ve got my assigned 

congregation, and the outcome of Call Day 2025 

won’t impact Holy Cross nearly as much as it did 

last time. In fact, nothing will really change for us 

at all. So, who cares? We have nothing to gain this 

time, so we can just let everything play out from a 

distance, let this year’s candidates and 

congregations have their fun, and sit this one out. 
 

Right?  

 

The truth is, there is a radically extreme shortage 

of pastors in the LCMS all over the country. Did 

you know that there are over 500 

congregations without an assigned pastor in 

the United States alone? While many 

congregations have interim pastors to provide 

for their spiritual needs during their vacancy, 

some churches don’t have anyone to proclaim 

the good news of Jesus Christ to them. It brings 

to my mind Paul’s words in Romans 10: “How 

are they to hear without someone preaching? 

And how are they to preach unless they are 

sent?” 
 

Call Day is a beautiful, necessary reminder 

every year that Jesus still sends workers to 

harvest in these plentiful fields. While it is true 

that Holy Cross does not need another pastor 

right now, our Church still very much does…as 

many as we can get! And on April 29 & 30, 

Jesus Christ will call dozens of candidates 

across our two seminaries to speak His words to 

people who desperately need to hear them. I 

can’t help but get excited for Call Day all over 

again, not because it’ll affect us, but because it 

will affect our family—our gigantic family of 

believers in Jesus Christ, including millions of 

brothers and sisters we haven’t met yet.  
 

So, please be praying for: 

T -the pastoral candidates at Concordia 

Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, and 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, that they 

would be prepared to faithfully serve 

wherever Christ places them. 

T -the congregations who will receive new 

pastors this year, that they would all eagerly 

welcome “he who comes in the name of 

the Lord.”  

T -the congregations who will not receive 

pastors this year, that they would trust in 

God’s timing and favor that is theirs with or 

without a pastor ministering to them. 
 

Call Day is coming—get excited!! 

~Pastor Jason                                         April 2025 

Be a part of the excitement of Call Day! 
Join the Sem on campus or online at csl.edu/live 

 

Two special services will be held Wed., April 30 in the 

Chapel of St. Timothy and St. Titus. . 

 Second-year students receive vicarage or 

deaconess internship assignments at 3PM 

 Concluding students receive pastoral and 

diaconal calls at 7PM  

Watch the services at csl.edu/live.  
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As we enter  
the month of 

May, we are 

reminded that it is Mental Health Awareness Month. 

This observance provides us with an important 

opportunity to reflect on the significance of mental 

health in our lives, in our church here at Holy Cross, 

and in our own community. We are called to care for 

one another holistically, recognizing that mental, 

emotional, and spiritual well -being are 

interconnected aspects of our God-given humanity. 
 

Mental health is an essential aspect of our overall 

well-being, yet it is often overlooked in discussions 

about faith and spirituality. The Bible, however, offers 

profound insights into the human experience, 

including our emotional and mental struggles. By 

examining Scripture, we can gain a deeper 

understanding of mental health and find guidance 

for navigating the complexities of our minds and 

emotions. 
 

The Bible begins with the creation of humanity in the 

image of God (Genesis 1:27). Even when humans 

were created, they were created not only physically, 

but mentally, emotionally, and spiritually as well. 

When God finished all His creating in the Garden of 

Eden, He looked over all that He had made and 

declared it to be very good! This declaration 

certainly includes mankind’s mental, emotional, and 

spiritual faculties!  
 

After the fall into sin, we see frequently throughout 

Scripture that emotions are a natural part of the 

human experience. The Psalms, for example, are 

filled with expressions of joy, sorrow, fear, and despair. 

David, the psalmist, openly shares his struggles, 

demonstrating that it is acceptable to bring our 

feelings before God. In Psalm 34:18, we read, "The 

LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the 

crushed in spirit." This verse reassures us that God is 

present in our pain and offers comfort to those who 

are struggling. 
 

The Bible also does not shy away from addressing 

mental health challenges. Characters throughout 

Scripture experience a range of emotional and 

psychological difficulties. For instance, Elijah, a 

prophet of God, faced profound despair and even 

suicidal thoughts after a significant victory (1 Kings 

19:1-4). His experience highlights that even the most 

faithful individuals can encounter deep emotional 

turmoil. 
 

Similarly, Job's story illustrates the depths of human 

suffering and the struggle with mental anguish. After 

losing his family, health, and wealth, Job wrestles with 

feelings of despair and confusion. His honest 

dialogue with God reveals the importance of 

expressing our struggles and seeking understanding in 

the midst of suffering. Ultimately, Job's story reminds 

us that while we may not always understand our 

circumstances, we can trust in God's sovereignty and 

care. 
 

The Bible offers numerous promises of hope and 

comfort for those facing mental health challenges. In 

Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus invites those who are weary 

and burdened to come to Him for rest. This invitation 

emphasizes the importance of seeking solace in 

Christ, who understands our struggles and offers 

peace amid chaos. The promise of rest is not merely 

physical but encompasses emotional and spiritual 

renewal. 
 

Philippians 4:6-7 further encourages us to bring our 

anxieties to God in prayer. The Apostle Paul writes, 

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." This 

passage highlights the transformative power of 

prayer and the peace that comes from entrusting 

our worries to God. 
 

The Bible also emphasizes the importance of 

community in supporting mental health. In Galatians 

6:2, Paul instructs believers to "carry each other’s 

burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of 

Christ." This call to mutual support underscores the 

significance of relationships in our mental well-being. 

Sharing our struggles with trusted friends or family 

members can provide comfort and encouragement. 
 

The Bible offers a rich and nuanced perspective on 

mental health. It affirms the complexity of our 

emotional and psychological experiences while 

providing hope, comfort, and guidance. As we 

navigate the challenges of mental health, we can 

find solace in God's promises, seek support from 

many people God has placed in our life, and pursue 

healing through both spiritual and professional 

avenues. 
 

It is my hope and prayer that we would be grateful 

for the blessings of mental, emotional, and spiritual 

health, and that these gifts of God would not be 

overlooked or taken for granted! 

 

~ Pastor Andrew J. Gimbel                             May 2025 

May: Mental Health Awareness Month 
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Have you ever 
 been reading 

a book, and 

you wanted to know how it ended, so you 

skipped to the last couple of pages and read 

them? Be honest with me. I know you have - I do 

it too, but I always regret it. The instant 

gratification of learning how the story ends 

makes reading the rest of the story much less 

exciting. There is no tension when you know how 

the characters’ stories will play out. There are no 

stakes. 
 

Most books are ruined by knowing what 

happens at the end. There is one book, 

however, that I think is only made richer by 

reading the ending first, and that’s the Bible. 
 

You see, the entire month of May this year falls in 

the Easter season, and in this year’s lectionary, 

the Epistle readings for each weekend come 

from the book of Revelation, the last few pages 

of the Bible. For several weeks we’ll read stories 

and visions of Christ on the throne in heaven, of 

the saints throughout time worship God in 

eternity, of the New Jerusalem and of the River 

of Life. Just days after reading the story of Jesus 

rising from the dead, we skip to the end of the 

Book, ahead of the story of the early church and 

of Paul’s letters.  
 

Why are we skipping ahead and spoiling the 

ending? Wouldn’t it be better if all of this was a 

surprise? I mean, the payoff of seeing the 

fulfillment of Jesus completely victorious in all his 

glory would be an incredibly cinematic ending. 
 

I’m not so sure that this would be better, though. 

Knowing how this story ends gives us something 

far more valuable than a great story - it gives us 

hope. By looking ahead to Revelation, we get to 

see that, through Jesus’ resurrection, we don’t 

need to worry about what happens next. We 

don’t need any stakes resolved - that happened 

on the cross and tomb over Holy Week.  
 

Towards the end of the month, we’ll sing a 

modern hymn by Jaroslav Vajda with music by 

Carl Schalk, LSB 680 “Thine the Amen, Thine the 

Praise.” Each verse of this hymn shares images of 

many different glories that we see in the book of 

Revelation. Each verse is also lacking in one 

thing - punctuation. That was an intentional 

decision by the hymn-writer. You see, the hymn is 

one big run-on list of things that we will see in the 

new creation, and each of these things has one 

adjective attributed to them: “Thine”. His. 

Christ’s. With no periods to break up the text, 

with no punctuation to disrupt the Paschal feast, 

the hymn shares an eternal song, one that never 

ends, one that is outside of time, a story whose 

ending is its beginning, told by the Alpha and 

the Omega. 
 

The last two verses of the hymn go like this: 
 

Thine the kingdom Thine the prize  

Thine the wonder full surprise  

Thine the banquet then the praise  

Then the justice of Thy ways  

Thine the glory Thine the story  

Then the welcome to the least  

Then the wonder all increasing  

at Thy feast at Thy feast 
 

Thine the glory in the night  

No more dying only light  

Thine the river Thine the tree  

Then the Lamb eternally  

Then the holy holy holy  

celebration jubilee  

Thine the splendor Thine the brightness  

only Thee only Thee 
 

As we head into the Easter season , we stand 

eager, excited, hopeful of what is to come next - 

we rightfully long to see the end of the story of 

scripture, because we know there’s a place for 

us in those last couple of pages, in the New 

Jerusalem, with our risen Jesus calling: “Let the 

one who is thirsty come; and let the one who 

wishes take the free gift of the water of life.” 
 

So our prayer this Easter season is that Thine be 

the glory. Thine be the story. And Thine be each 

of us, written into the story in the Book of Life, 

forever. - David Gilson 

Monthly Music Minute for May 2025 
A series in which the music director shares some thoughts 

about the music coming up in church this month 
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Monthly Music Minute for April 2025 
A series in which the music director shares some thoughts 

about the music coming up in church this month 

Holy Week 
 is approaching 

quickly. It is a 

week full of drama. We get the highs of the 

Alleluias of Easter; we get the lows of the “It 

is finished.” There is anticipation on Palm 

Sunday for all that will occur this week. 

There is unease as we leave in silence on 

Good Friday. We feel full of excitement as 

we prepare for the paschal feast at the 

Easter Vigil. We hear stories of Jesus on trial, 

of mocking, of flogging, of humiliation, of 

agony, of crucifixion. And we feel empty 

with sorrow as the final candle is 

extinguished, signifying the death of our Lord. 

 

Right in the middle of this, though, just before the 

most important three days in the history of the 

world, we take a moment to pause. On Maundy 

Thursday, with the weight of Christ’s passion 

looming ahead, we stop for a second to gather 

together for one last meal. Here we are 

transported to a little room in Jerusalem, where 

12 friends gathered together to share one last 

meal, to hear their Teacher one last time. 

 

And teach He did. Jesus taught His disciples 

what loving one another looks like by setting the 

example Himself, washing His disciples’ feet. He 

taught love and forgiveness in instituting the 

greatest meal there ever could be. And, 

following dinner, before they went out to the 

garden and the events of the weekend really 

set into motion, Jesus took some time to teach 

the disciples one last time. 

 

You may recall Pastor Gimbel sharing these 

words of Jesus with you each year. In these four 

chapters from John’s gospel we hear words of 

wisdom, of prayer, and of comfort. You can 

imagine that these words were probably 

welcome to the disciples. There is no doubt that 

they probably felt something big was about to 

happen. I am sure the energy was different, with 

a bit of heightened tension. They probably 

knew, in some way, that something big was 

coming to its head.  
 

On Maundy Thursday this year, we’ll hear these 

words shared from Pastor Gimbel again, bringing 

us comfort in the midst of a dramatic, 

emotionally draining week. And, at the 7:00 

service, following these words of Jesus, we’ll 

hear the choir sing some of these very words. 

 

The piece, “Shalom” by Dan Forrest, shares the 

words of Jesus in John 14:27 — “Peace I leave 

with you; My peace I give to you. Not as the 

world gives do I give to you. Do not be afraid.” 

 

There are only 25 short words in this verse. And, 

yet, the musical setting is about five and a half 

minutes long. What I like about this piece of 

music is that it gives us time to sit with the text for 

a while. We have time to meditate on the words 

and promises of Jesus. In a moment of peril for 

His disciples, Jesus comforts with His peace. And 

in our moments of peril and uncertainty, too, we 

can take comfort in the peace that passes all 

understanding.  

 

Immediately after Jesus said these words to His 

disciples, they went to the Mount of Olives, to 

Gethsemane, and to the culmination of Jesus’ 

work on earth. And it is here that Jesus 

completed what He said He would, conquering 

sin, and death, and the devil, showing us in the 

greatest way that there is nothing more for us to 

fear — for Jesus has left us His peace.  

David Gilson 
https://media.swncdn.com/cms/CROSSCARDS/15279-john-14-27-niv-
800x400.jpg 
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Morgan Calcaterra 
Preschool Director 
&4s Teacher 
 

Dani Richardson 
3s Teacher 

 

Come & Join us!  

Thurs., June 5, 2025  
Gym, 9AM-Noon 

Seeds packed for missions. 

Easy task.  

Great Fellowship.  

World Impact. 
 

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study 
Wednesday, May 14, 2025 

Sign up in the Welcome Center 
On May 10-11, 2025 

 

Considering distributions from your estate that will directly support ministries 
of the Church may present competing priorities existing throughout your life. 
 

Greg and Deb sat down after Christmas to have a serious conversation about 
future goals for the distributions of their estate, especially those that will go to 
ministry.  
For the past 20 years, Deb wanted to support a children’s ministry that provided 
tutoring and sharing of Jesus. Greg, a trustee at their congregation, is known as 
the guy who fixes everything. Greg wanted to make a gift to the congregation’s 
endowment fund for long-term care of the building. At first, they were arguing, 
as both were passionate about their feelings. Finally, Deb said, “We need to ask 
someone to help us work through this. Maybe it doesn’t need to be an either-
or proposition.” 
 

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can be the one to talk and pray 
with you as you discern God’s will. Contact Teresa Nelson at (319)351-6529 or 
Teresa.Nelson@lfnd.org. 

ELDERS:One of the Elders’ 
responsibilities is to address any 
questions or concerns from the 
congregants of Holy Cross. Please 
feel free to contact any Elder 
displayed in the Welcome Center if 
you have questions or concerns 
regarding services, policies, 
procedures, personal issues, or other 
issues. You may also contact either 
Pastor. 

We have been having so much 

fun, as always, down in preschool! 

We got our grandparents in for 

Grandparents Day—we made 

wind chimes with them! We are 

blessed that all of our families are 

safe from the storms we have had. 
 

We have been learning our 

letters— S is for snack and 

strawberry—and we are working 

on T, U, and V coming up! We are 

also gearing up for spring break 

(dates), which should be fun and 

restful. 
 

Thank you for your constant 

support! 
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CELEBRATING MUSIC MINISTRY AT HOLY CROSS, MAY 4 
Within LCMS congregations, April is Music Director Appreciation Month. The congregation was asked to share its appreciation 
to David Gilson for his dedication to the music ministry at Holy Cross by placing messages and cards in the Welcome Center 
mailbox. 
 

On Sunday, May 4, in the gym at 9:15am, a Reception of Thanks was held to honor David Gilson. Tasty baked goods and fruits 
were served prior to Adult Bible Study.  
 

David loves sharing God’s Word and redeeming love for us through music. His Monthly Music Minute articles written for the 
Koinonia always enrich our understanding of beloved hymns. We are very blessed by David’s musical talents: organ playing, 
composing, directing, teaching, and planning festival services. ~Church Worker Support Team 

ByLaw Committee to Report Proposed Changes 
The Bylaw Committee has worked for the past year to rewrite the Bylaws, 

and they are ready to present a draft to the congregation. Copies of the 

Bylaws have been available in the Welcome Center since April 19 and will 

continue to be available for review until June 1. The official open com-

ment period will run from May 18 to June 1, but the congregation has mul-

tiple opportunities to provide feedback in the following ways: 
 

1. Attend one of the education sessions: 

     a. April 27 at 9:30AM  

     b. May 10 after 5PM service 

     c. May 11 at 9:30AM 

2. Provide written comment to the Bylaw Committee by submitting 

through the Church Office or emailing directly to 

stewardship@hcross.com by June 1 

3. Attend the May Voters Meeting on May 18 
 

After June 1, the written comment period will close. The Bylaw Committee 

will reconvene to review all submitted feedback and make changes as 

appropriate.  
 

A final draft will be provided to the congregation for review, and a Spe-

cial Voters Meeting will be held when appropriate for the final vote to be 

approved or rejected.  
 

More information on this process will be provided at the May Voters Meet-

ing. If you have any questions, please email Ashleigh Lacey at steward-

ship@hcross.com. 

May 15, 2025 

 

Please visit RedCrossBloood.org 

and enter: HolyCrossLC  

to schedule an appointment. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS 

mailto:stewardship@hcross.com
mailto:stewardship@hcross.com
mailto:stewardship@hcross.com
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VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY, May 18, 2025 

All voting members are urged to attend in order to 

vote on items. A meal will be served prior to the 

meeting at noon (or after second service is over). 

Agenda items include 2024 Financial reports, Bylaw 

Committee Update, and Council Board Reports. Find 

out what is happening at Holy Cross! 
 

If you are unable to attend, contact Council 

S e c r e t a r y  B a r b  G r o s c h  a t 

councilsecretary@hcross.com or 314.368.8142 by Fri., 

May 16 for an excused absence. Three unexcused 

absences might impact your membership in the 

Assembly. 
 

Attendance is recorded by signature.  
 

If you are a new member of Holy Cross or have 

decided to get more involved with your 

congregation, you may obtain membership in the 

Voters’ Assembly by attending this meeting, signing in 

as a guest, and telling the council secretary or elder 

that you wish to join the Voters’ Assembly. Your name 

will be announced to the Assembly at the end of the 

meeting, a vote will be taken, and you will sign the 

Constitution after the meeting and get a copy of it.  

MOTQ is switching gears to supporting Phil’s Friends. Phil’s Friends is an organization “Providing Christ-centered 

support and hope to those affected by cancer.” Their mission is sending care packages, free of charge, to 

your friends, family, and neighbors who are fighting cancer. If you would like to request a care package be 

sent to a loved one battling this disease you can do so here https://philsfriends.org/request-a-care-

package/. MOTQ donations from our congregation members will be used to purchase care package items 

to send to the headquarters in Illinois for packing. For more information check out the Phil’s Friends website 

here https://philsfriends.org/. 

OUTBACK CAMPOUT, MAY 16-17, 2025 
There are two options for signing up: Friday evening only 

for the potluck dinner and campfire, OR Friday evening 

and overnight camping. The signup deadline is Sun, May 

11. 

For the Friday evening potluck, meat and dessert are 

provided. Participants are asked to bring a side dish or 

salad to share. 

The biggest change this year is the charge for overnight 

campers to cover the cost of meals on Saturday: Adults 

and children 12 and over will be $10; children 5-11 will be 

$8; and children under age 5 will be free. Payment can be 

made by check (payable to Holy Cross) or cash. Please put 

payment in one of the envelopes attached to the signup 

sheet and place it in the offering plate. Contact Karen 

Belter (kbelter55@gmail.com) for more information. 

https://philsfriends.org/request-a-care-package/
https://philsfriends.org/request-a-care-package/
https://philsfriends.org/
mailto:kbelter55@gmail.com
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All women of Holy Cross are invited to attend the 

meetings of either or both Guilds. Join us as we “serve 

the Lord with gladness” by raising funds for missions at 

home and around the world. 

Holy Cross has two LWML groups: 

Holy Cross Ladies Guild meets Fri., May 9, 10AM. 

Grace Evening Guild meets Tues., May 13, 6PM. 

Thank you for supporting 

Ladies Guild Flower & 

Plant Sale. Plants were 

delivered the first week 

of May. All proceeds will 

benefit “The Crisis 

Nursery St. Louis”. 

Holy Cross Ladies Guild 

served the Lenten meal 

on Ash Wednesday, 

March 5. Chili dogs and 

homemade desserts 

were on the menu. 

About 100 people were 

served.  
 

Grace Guild served 

casseroles the following 

week followed by 

Missions & Stewardship 

Boards, 20s&30s Bible 

Study, and the Elders. 

What Grace Guild is Doing: 
MOTHER‘S DAY ROSE SALE Grace Guild will host its Rose 
Sale on Mother’s Day weekend after a one-year absence. 

Long-stemmed roses (“Hearts of Rose”) 
specially tagged for Mother's Day will 
be available thirty minutes before and 
after services, May 10-11. Honor a 
mother, aunt, grandmother, good 
friend, or other significant woman in 
your life. Freewill offering. Proceeds will 
be given to LWML Mites. 
 

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS: Grace Guild is celebrating the 
parents of Concordia Seminary. Between Mother’s Day, 
May 11, and Father’s Day, June 15, personal care items for 
Dads/men and Moms/women and other items needed for 
young families will be collected for the Concordia Seminary 
Food Bank. (See list of items at right.) 
 

A pack-n-play will be set up in the Welcome Center to 
collect items.  
 

Usually, Grace Guild sponsors a diaper drive during this 
period; however, God has provided the Seminary with a 
monthly donation of diapers by another congregation.  
 

A box will be included for cards and messages of 
encouragement for the parents. We pray for God's 
blessings on the Concordia Seminary families. 
 

What We Will Do: 
SAVE THE DATE: Craft Expo will be Sat., Nov. 1, 2025. 
Mark your calendar to come! Vendor applications will be 
available soon. 
 

ZONE RALLY: Along with the Holy Cross Ladies Guild, 
Grace Evening Guild will host the LWML St. Charles Zone 
Rally on Sat., Oct. 18, 2025. The theme is “Equipped to 
Serve.” The speaker will be Gail Hahn, LWML St. Charles 
Zone Vice-President.  
 

What We Did: 
Resurrection Eggs: 26 Resurrection Egg Cartons were 
completed for distribution to Sunday School and Preschool 
children. Another 5 sets were donated to the Community 
Egg Hunt sponsored by Holy Cross. 
 

Grace Guild members served at the New Member 
Luncheon, April 27. 

Item donations for Moms/Women,  

Dads/Men & Families  

at Concordia Seminary 
Bring items to the pack-n-play in the Welcome Center 

From Mother’s Day to Father’s Day 
 

Moms/Women 

lotions (hand or body, any size/neutral scents) 

women’s razors (2 or 4 packs) 

body wash  

face wash (fun little treat~not many donations) 

shampoo/conditioner 

feminine products (pads and tampons) 

deodorant 
 

Dads/Men 

razors/ shaving cream 

deodorant 

body wash, shampoo/conditioner 
 

Everybody 

Toothbrushes 
 

Juice Bottles 

64-ounce bottles or juice boxes 

Fruit Juice 

Vegetable Juice 

 

All items should be new and unopened. 
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Koinonia-Fellowship Newsletter, a publication of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 8945 Veterans Memorial Parkway, 
O’Fallon, MO 63366, is published monthly with information for its members. Deadline for the June 2025 issue is May 
15, 2025. Email submissions to secretary@hcross.com prior to the deadline, between May 10—15. 
 

The April Koinonia ran into problems with lack of content, increased workload for Lenten and Holy Week services, and 
computer connectivity issues. The pastor’s page and music director’s page for April were added to this issue because 
of the well-written articles that were written. April’s Anniversary Page was also added. The June edition will be out on 
time! Thanks for your patience. ~ Joyce 

Baptism Anniversaries: May God Continue to Bless You! 

Wedding Anniversaries: God Bless Your Marriage! 

The Lord will be with you wherever you go.  Joshua 1:9 

April Celebrations 2025 

  1: Madeline Maull 

  2: Willa Gimbel, Heather Koepke, Beth Wuertz 

  5: Amanda Alton, John Bertram, Electra Day 

  6: Barb Krieger, Theodore Langley, Elizabeth Rasche, 

Aubrey Rheinecker 

  7: Chloe Benigno 

  9: Owen Gooding, Gregg Kreyling Jr.,  

 Ashleigh Wallace-Lacey 

10: Marc Maull Jr., Terry McCann, Kelly Sumski 

11: Bob Brueggeman, Jennifer Crider, Kathy Darst 

13: Barbara Benigno 

15: Ray Booth 

16: Beckett Einsporn, Carolyn Delohi,  

 Tonya Walkenhorst  

17: Tristan Claxton 

18: Diana Antal, Teegan Cannon 

19: Jim Redfield 

20: Robert Aubertin, Valerie Schnefke, Christy Witte 

21: Mason Dillender, Luke Gaglio, Kathy Holt, Robyn 

Johnson, Callie Jones, Christine Mueller, Jackson 

Purtle, Jordyn Purtle  

23: Alisha Ellis, Alexander Frerichs 

24: Dennis Benassi, Jamie Estes, Andy Goodman,  

 Jill Kirk, Kristin Sadler, Rachel Tichich 

25: Tom Duncan, Tim McDaniel, Nick Sampl  

26: Anna Gilson, Kathy Losch, Ernestine Wilson  

27: Alyssa Crider, Kari Spearman 

28: Brett Albano 

29: Wesley Durmeier, Ede Emerick, Steven Macke,  

 Tina Morrison 

30: Ben Schnoor  

  1: Jesse & Charity Smith (9) 

  7:  David & Patty Ulrich (35) 

  8:  Jennifer & Dalton Powers (8) 

 Sandra & Richard Semler (58) 

10: Denis & Barbara Wittenberger (49) 

12:  Nathan & Katie Temple (11) 

26: Chris & Jayme Price (11) 

27:  Jerry & Darlene Bradley (57) 

28:  Bill & Joy Adams (46) 

 Ron & Katherine Hunter (19) 

29: Laura & Bryce Irvin (8) 

 Madalyn & Trystan Bartlett (2) 

Happy Birthday! God’s Blessings in Your New Year! 

  1: Gerri Beckmann, Bethany Claxton, Peggy Lancour,  

 Idel McCullough, Mark Schnefke, Anna Stiffler, John 

Temple 

  3: Kayleigh Brown, Tricia Hogan, Lily Schoenike 

  4: Andrew Darst  

  6: Matthew Alton, Mike Dawdy, Carleen Hardy, Dee 

Paoletti, Bailey Schoenike, Carolyn Tichenor  

  7: Chris Marhanka 

12: Baylee Albano, Jill Albano  

15: Willa Gimbel, Cara Shouse 

16: Lainey Alton, Grace Niemeyer,  

 Ashleigh Wallace-Lacey 

17: Paul Woelfer  

18: Byron Alton 

19: Amelia Hunter, Bryce Hunter 

20: Tom Gallagher 

21: Darlene Bradley, Ashton Estill, Margie Green 

22: Luciano Chinnici 

23: Julia Tichenor 

24: Darlene Rhodes 

25: Trudy Belter 

27: Cindy Downs, Jaxson Showen  

28: Jeff Coomer, Jill Kirk, Tim Laufer, Larry Williams  

30: Charlie Feller 
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10: Randy & Denise Sagez [45] 

11: Bob & Connie Ryan [23] 

14: Darlene & Ro Robirds [37] 

17: Brad & Jen Henningfeld [11]  ?? 

18: Sherian & Theodore Duello [57] 

21: Gary & Tracey Schuler [31] 

22: Joe & Carolyn Tichenor [26] 

24: Alan & Jill Kirk [39] 

      John & Cathy Poindexter [39] 

25: Ray & Dixie Booth [57]  

26: Denton & Debbie Raymond [46] 

28: Bob & Marie Grayson [47] 

 Daniel & Tina Hevey [20] 

 Chuck & Michelle Kincaid [19] 

 John & Pat Temple [58] 

29: Curt & Jan Paulson [43] 

30: Sol & Jenny Conrad [27]     

 Mark & Valerie Schnefke [44] 

 Stacey & Denny Sweeso [16] 

  3: Bob Brueggeman, Mia Frerichs 
  5: Carolyn Delohi, Sarah Langley 
  6: Spencer Dunajcik 
  7: Christine Mueller 
  8: Ruth Sevick 
  9: Collien Beyer, Heather Koepke 
10: Luke Gaglio, Betty Lee 
11: Jacob Cooper 
12: Megan Gaglio 
13: Katherine Wiese  
15: Bob Delohi 
16: Barbara Benigno, Landon Henningfeld 

19: Jamie Estes 
20:Tristan Claxton, Thomas Elick,  
     Rob Paoletti 
21: Andi Stover, Audrey Stover 
23: Callie Jones, Steven Macke 
24: Joy Adams,  
25: 27: Becky Coomer, Skylar Spearman 
28: John Bertram, Courtney Buehne 
29:  Adrienne Blackwell  
30: Gary Ziolko  
31: Donna Kempf  

May Celebrations & Transitions 
B

aptism
 A

nniversaries 
B

irth
d

ay
s

 
A

nniversaries 
  1: Jennifer Frasch, Madison Lott, Orion 

Melton, Karl Schnoor 
  2: Logan Day, Debra Herr 
  3: Eric Lacey, Magdalene Smith 
  4: Trenton Kreyling, Denis Wittenberger 
  5: Sarah Black, Thomas Elick, Jacob Estes, 

Leonidas Franklin, Michael McKinney, 
Anna Wacker, Gary Ziolko 

  6: Nicholas Chiodini, Anita Rattner 
  7: Lauren Claxton, Anetta Duncan, Reagan 

Gibbs, David Johnson, Darlyne Leapley, 
Bruce Richardson 

  8: Donna Kempf, Taylor Schneider, Ruth 
Sevick (101!) 

  9: Dustin Mueller  
10: Ethan Schuler, Kason Smith 
11: Chuck Kincaid, Jason Klootwyk, Debbie 

Martens 
12: Madelyn Jennings, Daniel Johnson, 

Darlene Robirds 
13: Byron Alton, Steven Estes, Carolyn 

Gasaway, Barb Grosch 

14: Melissa Eaton, Sue Williams 
15: Dawn Kahler 
16: Cathy Estes, Anna Stiffler 
17: Conner Walkenhorst 
18: Cory Cross, Sophia Frerichs 
19: Debi Kiely 
20: Millie Bisesi, Eric Christiansen, Josie 

Jones, Jeff Landgraf, Sue McCann,  
 JoAnn Pickens,  
21: Savannah Berjer, Douglas Cunningham, 

Randy Jones, Stacey Sweeso 
22: Cathy Poindexter, Charity Smith, Sarah 

Smith, Alexis Taylor, Miles Van Wave 
23: Don Tabor, Nancy Tabor 
24: Ashley Cameron, Linda Jackson 
25: Gail Hardebeck 
28: William Beck, Michael Hanna 
29: Jackie Polashek 
30: Darren Marhanka, Mary Sampl 
31:  Rob Dawdy Jr., Lucille Ellis, Brenda 

Wardenburg 



12   +  Koinonia Holy Cross Lutheran Church of O’Fallon, Missouri 

8945 Veterans Memorial Parkway 

O’Fallon, MO  63366 
 

Address Service Requested 

Put Address Label Here 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church: 1960 ~ 2025 

Preschool for 3s & 4s. Extended Care available. 
 

Sunday School for ages 3 through High School —Sundays, 9:30am 
    and Little Lambs (under 3s with a parent) 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class: 9:30am in the gym 

BASICS: For those who want to join the Lutheran Church  
May 4, 11, 18, Rm 1&2, 9:30am 
TLC (Transfer for Lutherans Class 
Call the office for next dates. 
 

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays at 10am, rms 1&2 

Adult Bible Class: 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 6:30pm, rms 1&2 

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study: Wed., March. 12, 6:30am 

Adult Bible Class: Wednesdays at 9:30 am, gym  

Confirmation (grades 6-8); MidWeek Classes (grades PreK-5) 
   — see Wednesday night schedule 
 

High School Wednesdays, see calendar  
 

20s & 30s Bible Study: Thursdays, 6:30pm, Rm 1&2 

8945 Veterans Memorial Pkwy 

O’Fallon, MO 63366 

(636) 272-4505 

www.hcross.com 

secretary@hcross.com 
 

Rev. Andrew J. Gimbel 

Rev. Jason P. Kohm 

Pastoral Team 
 
 

Charity Smith 
Director Christian Education 

 
 

David Gilson 
Director of Music 

 

Morgan Calcaterra  
Preschool Director 

 

Joyce Niewald 
Church Secretary 

April/May 2025 


