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I  tõs no secret that Confirmation at Holy Cross has undergone some major changes recently. 

Iõm fully aware this has generated some confusion, 

leaving many to wonder òWhy?ó and òHow come?ó 

Pastor Gimbel, DCE Charity Smith and I took several 

weeks in May to address the current Confirmation 

program in our Sunday Adult Bible Class, and Iõm not 

so interested in revisiting our rationale in this article. 

Check out our Bible class recordings if you want to 

learn more! Instead, Iõd simply like to share with you 

what I have observed happening at Holy Cross as a 

result of these changes. Put yourselves in my shoes, 

for a moment, as I walk you through my average 

week here:  
 

MONDAY  

I arrive at the church building, Starbucks in hand, and 

pass by my mailbox on my way to the office. I notice, 

as usual, a stack of yellow service summaries 

submitted by our students from the weekendõs 

worship services, ready and waiting for my evaluation 

and feedback. I scoop them into my open arm, 

unlock my office door, and look through the 

summaries immediately. I jot a couple notes here and 

there, I smile at what they got out of the sermon, and 

I answer some intelligent questions about the Nicene 

Creed. It might be a pain , I think to myself, but 

theyõre paying attention in church way better than I 

ever did.  
 

WEDNESDAY 

Itõs 6:10pm, more than enough time to set up for my 

class in 20 minutes. I hear chatter and laughter from 

the Sacristy as a few parishioners, including one of 

our Confirmation students, set up for worship this 

weekend. They handle small yet vital tasks that go 

almost entirely unnoticed, such as replacing the 

numbers on the hymnal board and refilling candles 

with enough oil. I grab my podium and notes from my 

office and walk towards the Welcome Center. The 

handbell choir is practicing in the Sanctuary, and itõs 

mostly comprised of our youth and Confirmation 

students. They sound lovely, but I canõt interrupt and 

tell them that.  
 

 

 

SATURDAY 

Itõs my turn to preach, so I try to show up an hour 

before the serviceébut Iõm running 15 minutes late. 

When I arrive, thereõs a group of people already 

waiting at the locked front door ña Confirmation 

student and her parents, ready to usher and 

wondering why I havenõt let them in yet. They assure 

me itõs no problem, and within five minutes theyõre 

stationed with stacks of bulletins and ready to 

personally greet everyone that enters the church. 

They even unlock the other doors and turn the 

Welcome Center TVs on for me so I can finish 

preparing for the service.  
 

SUNDAY 

The service begins. Pastor Gimbel conducts liturgy 

while I try not to think about my sermon too much. 

The Word is read, some hymns are sung, I preach and 

sit back down. The choir sings a special piece during 

the offertory; the pulpit blocks half my view of them in 

the balcony. But in the half I can see, I spot a couple 

of our students singing side -by -side with the adults. 

This place is awesome , I marvel silently. It wasnõt the 

first time.  
 

On my way out, I pass by my mailbox, and sitting 

within it is a fresh stack of service summaries, begging 

for my attention. It means more work for me 

tomorrow morningébut Iõm glad theyõre there. 
 

é 
 

Discipleship. My one -word summary of Confirmation 

here. Itõs more than attaining knowledgeéitõs also 

about acquiring skills and developing disciplines that 

are necessary to live the Christian life according to 

Jesusõ call. I only described to you a fraction of what 

our Confirmation students are up to these days; I left 

the work of several students out entirely. But Iõll say 

this about them all: they are more than young 

people with a bright future. They are young disciples 

who are using their God -given gifts, right now, to 

serve this church in a myriad of ways.  
 

This place is awesome. And so are these people.  
 

~Pastor Jason  

Reflecting on Confirmation  
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Monthly Music Minute for June 2025 
A series in which the music director shares some thoughts  

about the music coming up in church this month  

O ne of my favorite days of hymnody is coming up 

soon: Trinity Sunday! Trinity Sunday, June 15, is the 

last major day of the festival half of the church year. 

On the week following Pentecost, Trinity Sunday is the 

last feast day before we move to the green season, 

or Ordinary Time, until Advent. Your memories of 

Trinity Sunday may include singing bold hymns like 

òHoly, Holy, Holyó and òHoly God, We Praise Thy 

Name,ó learning imperfect analogies of how to 

understand the nature of the Trinity (the very -flawed 

apple analogy comes to mind), and reciting the very 

thorough, if a little bit lengthy, Athanasian Creed.  
 

I like the hymnody of this day so much because these 

hymns are complete prayers to each person of the 

Trinity. We sing praises to Father, to Son, and to Holy 

Spirit; we pray songs of our beginning, our now, and 

our yet to come. Hymns trying to praise a God this 

great and mystical must be theologically rich and 

musically powerful, and so many of them certainly 

are.  
 

However, we donõt just sing hymns to the Trinity on 

Trinity Sunday. We have a practice of singing what 

we call òdoxologicaló stanzas at the end of many 

hymns. I thought it might be interesting to share the 

history of how this practice of ending hymns with a 

doxological stanza came into place.  
 

The Lutheran Service Book: Companion to the 

Services defines òdoxologyó as this: Greek: 

ȃȎȍȎȊȎȂǾȀ, word of praise. Generally, any 

expression of praise to God, especially a trinitarian 

formulation. Specifically, the Gloria Patri  ( Glory be 

to the Father and to the Son . . .  ,(used to 

conclude psalms and canticles. By extension, a 

concluding doxological stanza in hymns that acts 

as a metered Gloria Patrió (p. xxxvðxxxvi). 
 

Singing to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as part of a 

hymn dates back to at least the fourth century. At 

the time, many Christians sang doxologies in response 

to followers of the Arian heresy, which said that the 

Son was not coequal to the Father. By the eleventh 

century, ending hymns with a doxological stanza was 

a common practice, with the same doxological texts 

often put in multiple different hymns. This is a practice 

we still have today (see the final stanzas of LSBs 805, 

883, and 923 for an example).  
 

Doxological stanzas are only marked with the triangle 

signifying standing if the hymn addresses praise to the 

three persons of the Trinity. We have some hymns, like 

LSBs 644 òThe Churchõs One Foundationó and 417 

òAlleluia, Song of Gladness,ó whose final stanzas are 

about the Trinity, but the praises are not sung directly 

to the three persons, and so there is no triangle.  
 

Doxologies are not just final verses to hymns. We see 

doxologies at the end of psalms and in other parts of 

our liturgy. The Venite in Matins and the Magnificat in 

Evening Prayer end with doxologies. The Gloria in 

Excelsis, a song we sing at the beginning of almost 

every service, is sometimes called the Greater 

Doxology, as it is a hymn that expands on each 

person of the Trinity, with a particular focus on the 

work of Christ.  
 

But letõs get back to the hymns themselves for a 

moment. You are likely familiar with the practice of 

standing if a hymn stanza is marked with a triangle. 

These stanzas are doxological stanzas, or final stanzas 

offering praise to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Often times you will hear me put on the zimbelstern 

on the organ, a series of small bells that ring at 

random, traditionally used to signify singing things 

that are from above.  
 

For something that may seem on the surface so 

liturgical, the practice of standing for doxological 

stanzas is relatively recent. Other than some 

secondhand recollection from LCMS pastors in the 

1940s and 50s, there is no record of this practice. 

Indeed, it appears to be all but unknown outside of 

the LCMS. Even within our synod, the practice has not 

been consistent. For example, in some churches the 

people stand for all doxological stanzas; in others 

they do not stand if the hymn is sung during 

Communion, and in others they do not stand at all.  

 

So, why stand? In a synod whose identity is so rooted 

in good liturgical practice, why include such a recent 

practice? Thereõs not one definite reason, at least 

that I found in my research. Personally, I like to think of 

it this way: for a Triune God who is so mighty, whose 

power and might and mystery is so great, the idea 

that we are pulled out of our seats, overcome with 

awe at Godõs great, mysterious nature as we sing is a 

particularly cool image.  

 

Continued on page 3  

Continued from page 2:  

https://www.cph.org/lutheran-service-book-companion-to-the-services
https://www.cph.org/lutheran-service-book-companion-to-the-services
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Continued from page 2:  

One last thought on this, though. The practice of standing for 

doxological stanzas is NOT a requirement, no more than standing or 

kneeling is for the Confession of Sins. And while good liturgical practice 

can help center ourselves on things above, it is also helpful to remember 

that these practices are (sometimes even recently) man -made 

constructs, and not commands from the scriptures. If standing is difficult 

for you, or if it is just not something you think makes a lot of sense, thatõs 

fine! Christian Freedom removes any requirement or necessity of action 

from us.  
 

As we head into this non -festival season of the church year, see if you 

can spot the little doxological òfestivalsó we have scattered throughout 

the green season in these last verses of hymns. Add that little extra 

òoomphó to your singing when we get to them. And stand in awe of 

your wonderful Triune God. - David Gilson  

THANK YOU to everyone for your thoughtful messages, gifts, and kind words 

during Church Musician Appreciation Month. Thank you especially to the 

CWST for their work putting the reception together, and to both them and the 

elders for their thoughtful gifts as well. I am overwhelmed by all of your 

kindness, and am looking forward to much more joyful worship together. Keep 

on singing! - David Gilson 

Near left and far 
right: 4 year olds 
use manipulatives 
to learn to count.  
 
Far left: 
Making friends and 
playing with play 
doh. 
 

T he end of the school year is 

always bittersweet here in 

Preschool. We have spent the 

entire year learning, growing, and 

making new friends! It is hard to 

leave. We are so excited for our 4s 

to go to kindergarten and show 

their teachers all they learned at 

Holy Cross. We canõt wait to have 

our three -year -olds return and to 

start with our newly enrolled three -

year -olds!  
 

Something we love about Holy 

Cross is the parents who send the 

younger siblings because they 

loved their time here so much with 

the older ones! Next year we have 

four returning families with younger 

siblings--how special!  
 

Headed into Summer, our hearts 

are full of gratitude and love and 

ready for rest. We hope all of our 

students have the best summer 

possible!  
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O n Sun., April 27, Holy Cross welcomed three new families at the New Member 

Luncheon. Here is some background information about them so you will get to 

know them better. Please welcome them to our church family when you see them at 

worship or other activities.  

 

NANCY BRAZEE joined Holy Cross last year, but she missed 

attending the fall luncheon. She is widowed and lives in the 

Villas at Crystal Ridge in OõFallon. She was born in Florissant and 

has two grown children and five grandchildren. She spent 12 

years in banking and 20 years as a payroll/HR manager. She 

enjoys walking and working out in the gym. She transferred to 

Holy Cross because she found it to be a place where she could 

worship and feel at home.  

 

 

 

BRINN MILLER was born and raised in the Fort Wayne, IN, area 

and moved to the St. Louis area this past fall when she accepted 

the position as Choir Director at Lutheran North Middle and High 

School. Other interests include photography, arts and crafts, 

board games, puzzles, and running. She joined Holy Cross 

because she already knew Pastor Kohm and David and Anna 

Gilson from her days at Concordia Chicago.  

 

 

 

REV. DENIS AND BARBARA WITTENBERGER have been regular 

visitors at Holy Cross for some time as Denis filled vacancies at 

different area congregations. Their home is in the Fox Ridge 

Subdivision in Wentzville. Denis was born and raised in Wisconsin, 

and Barbara in Normandy, Missouri. They were both teachers 

before Denis went to Concordia Seminary to become a pastor. 

They have one daughter and several grandchildren who live in 

OõFallon. Barbara enjoys reading, singing in the choir, and 

working with children and youth. Denis loves the outdoors and 

hiking, collects music of the 60s, and enjoys helping friends and 

neighbors. They joined Holy Cross because òitõs a welcoming 

church with a combination of uplifting liturgical worship and 

Bible Study, its in -reach of service and support, and its mission out -reach to the 

community.ó 

 

Meet the New Members at Holy Cross 
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CONFIRMATION STUDENTS: During Holy 

Week, 11 Holy Cross youth partook of their first 

communion on Maundy Thursday, April 17, at 

7PM. The five listed below were confirmed during 

the Easter Vigil service on Sat., April 19, at 7PM. 

Banners and posters hung in the Sanctuary to 

portray the confirmandsõ visual presentation of 

their verses.  
 

JAMESON SCOTT ALTON 
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through Him. ~ Colossians 

3:17 
 

JACOB ALLEN HARDEBECK 
Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be 

established. ~ Proverbs 16:3  
 

ORIA BROOKLYN RAY 
Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you 

by name, you are Mine. When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they 

shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire 

you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not 

consume you.ó ~ Isaiah 43:1-2 
 

LACEY ELIZABETH SUMSKI 
In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not 

be afraid. What can flesh do to me? ~Psalm 56:4  
 

LUCAS RYAN VAN WAVE 
òFor I know the thoughts I think toward you,ó saith the 

Lord, òthoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you 

an expected end.ó ~ Jeremiah 29:11 
 

RITE OF FIRST COMMUNION 

Along with the confirmands, six students 

underwent the Rite of First Communion Prior to 

Confirmation during the Maundy Thursday, April 

17, service at 7PM: Chloe Benigno, Jocelyn Elick, 
Rachel Evans, Lila Gimbel, Kason Smith, 

Katherine Wiese  

CONFIRMATION CLASS April 2025: 
Front row: Pastor Gimbel, Oria Ray, Jacob Hardebeck, Benjamin Schnoor, Pastor Kohm.  

Second row: Lacey Sumski, Jameson Alton, Lucas Van Wave.  

Benjamin Schnoor was confirmed October 27, 2024, on Reformation 2024.  
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FROM THE ELDERS:  

One of the Eldersõ 

responsibilities is to address any 

questions or concerns from the 

congregants of Holy Cross. 

Please feel free to contact any 

Elder displayed in the Welcome 

Center if you have questions or 

concerns regarding services, 

policies, procedures, personal 

issues, or other issues. You may 

also contact either Pastor.  

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
Those with hearing aids can now download and use a smartphone or 

tablet app that broadcasts the service to their hearing aids. 

(Bluetooth connection required)  
 

Step 1. Log in to the Guest Wi -Fi 

Network Name: HC-Guest  

Password: Romans1:16   

You will be prompted to join the òHC-Guestó Wi-Fi network  
 

Step 2. Download the ListenWIFI App  

Search your deviceõs app store for the ListenWIFI app by Listen 

Technologies  
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Come & Join us!  

Thurs., June 5, 2025  
Thurs., July  3, 2025 

Gym, 9AM -Noon  

Seeds packed for missions.  

Easy task.  

Great Fellowship.  

World Impact.  
 

Sponsored by Holy Cross 
Stewardship Board. 

MOTQ is supporting Philõs Friends, an organization 

òproviding Christ-centered support and hope to 

those affected by cancer.ó They send care 

packages free of charge to your friends, family, and 

neighbors who are fighting cancer. If you would like 

to request a care package for a loved one battling 

this disease, do so here https://philsfriends.org/

request -a -care -package/ . MOTQ donations from 

Holy Cross members will be used to purchase care 

package items to send to the headquarters in Illinois 

for packing. For more information check out the 

Philõs Friends website here https://philsfriends.org/ . 
 

Look for details in News & Notes for a July 19 event in 

the gym from 9AM  to 7PM to support Philõs Friends. 

https://philsfriends.org/request-a-care-package/
https://philsfriends.org/request-a-care-package/
https://philsfriends.org/
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All women of Holy Cross are invited to attend the 

meetings of either or both Guilds. Join us as we òserve 

the Lord with gladnessó by raising funds for missions at 

home and around the world.  

Holy Cross has two LWML groups : 

Holy Cross Ladies Guild  meets second Friday, 10AM . 

Grace Evening Guild  will meet in September.  

ByLaw Proposals: Next Steps  
 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Bylaw 

Education Sessions in April and May! We are 

receiving great feedback from the  congregation. 

The open comment period has ended (5/18 - 6/1), 

but the Bylaw Committee is reviewing  all feedback 

and making adjustments to the Bylaw draft 

proposal  as appropriate. Next steps are below:  

 

1. Bylaw Committee reviews feedback and adjusts 

Bylaw draft proposal (June/July)  

2. A final Bylaw draft proposal will be publicized for a 

2-week review period by Votersõ Assembly members 

(June/July)  

3. A special Voters' Assembly will be called (likely in 

July) for a vote to approve  or reject the Bylaws  

4. If approved by the Votersõ Assembly, the Bylaws 

will then go on to the Missouri District for final 

approval  

5. Pending District approval, the Bylaws will go into 

effect at the November Voters' Assembly  

 

Please contact anyone on the Bylaw Committee if 

you have any questions. (Karen Belter, Ralph 

Erickson, Dave  Schlesselman, Ashleigh Wallace -

Lacey)  

ANNUAL HOLY CROSS  
LUTHERAN CHURCH LADIES GUILD  

RUMMAGE SALE 
Sat., Aug. 9; 7 AM to Noon 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drop-Off Dates for donated items at the gym are:  
Wed., Aug. 6, 1 to 7  and  
Thurs., Aug. 7, 1 to 4 

 
We cannot accept clothing, electronics, or large furniture.  

Proceeds from this year's sale will be donated to Youth in 

Need. This group provides emergency shelter for kids ages 

10 - 19, transitional housing for homeless youth ages 16-

21, youth development programs, school-based 

counseling, early Head Start, teen parenting services, 

foster care case management, and regional safe-place 

provider programs. 

GRACE GUILD ANNUAL CRAFT EXPO 
November 1, 2025, 9AM to 3PM 

 

FEATURING CUSTOM ARTWORK, WOODWORK, CHRISTMAS ITEMS, 
JEWELRY, CARDS, CRAFTED HANDIWORK 

 

VENDORS WANTED 
Contact Applications Administrator Jan Paulson 

HCGraceGuildgmail.com 
 

Proceeds will be donated to Holy Cross Benevolence Fund 

Pray for the Holy 

Cross members 

attending the 

convention, that 

they have safe 

travels and enjoy 

the fellowship.  
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Koinonia-Fellowship Newsletter, a publication of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 8945 Veterans Memorial Parkway, OõFallon, MO 63366, is published 
monthly with information for its members. Deadline for the July 2025 issue is June 15, 2025. Email submissions to secretary@hcross.com . 

DONUTS WITH THE DCE 
 

O n Sun., June 8, Holy Cross celebrated 

the work of DCE, 

Charity Smith! During 

the Bible Study hour, Charity's 

leadership with LYF, Sunday School, 

Educational Programs, VBS, Family 

Ministry, and Children's Messages 

during worship services was 

acknowledged and celebrated with 

delicious donuts, milk, coffee, and 

tea at 9:30  in the gym! 

A mailbox is located on the Welcome 
Center table during June. How 
wonderful it would be if every family 
could write a note of thanks to 
Charity and place it inside the 
mailbox. 

The LCMS designated the month of 
June to celebrate the work of 
Directors of Christian Education 
within all congregations. 

O n Sat., April 12, God provided a perfect 

spring day for an outdoor event. We had 

about 90 young children and their families in our 

pavilion and on our backfield hunting Easter 

eggs. More than 1,600 eggs were filled with 

candy, and 100 òemptyó eggs were to remind 

children of the empty tomb.  
 

Those òemptyó eggs contained only a small slip 

of paper that said òJesus is Alive.ó When 

children found one of those slips, they could 

redeem it for a childrenõs book about the 

resurrection. No child left without a book.  
 

When they turned in their plastic eggs, they 

received a òJesus Loves Youó sticker, which 

entitled them to an Andyõs ice cream Dixie cup.  
 

One little girl expressed to her mom as they were 

leaving, òThis is the best day ever!ó Anytime we 

can share the Easter story with people is a great 

day.  PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY DAVID  SCHLESSELMAN 

Community òEmptyó Easter Egg Hunt 

�����‰�Ÿ�}�v�•�W�����Z�]�o���Œ���v���Z�µ�v�š���������P�P�•�����Ç�����P���X�������}�À���U���š�Z�����î�•���P���š���•�}�u����

�Z���o�‰���(�Œ�}�u���‰���Œ���v�š�•�U�����v�����š�Z�����ñ�•���š�}�}�l���}�+���Œ�µ�v�v�]�v�P���š�}���.�v�����š�Z���]�Œ�•�X 

T he Lutheran High School Board of Directors has officially approved 
moving forward with Tier I construc-
tion projects as part of 
the Empowered by Christ: Enriching 
Our Future capital cam-
paign. Construction begins this month 
on the following Tier I projects: 
 

�i �� Seven General Purpose Class-
rooms 

�i �� Two Science Laboratories 
�i �� Renovated and Expanded Com-
mons 

 

Thanks to the generosity of our sup-
porters, we have already surpassed 
$2.1 million in campaign pledges! 
 

$100,000 Matching Gift Challenge 
Now Active! 
We are excited to share again that a 
generous LHS family has offered 
a $100,000 matching gift chal-
lenge for all new gifts and pledges 
made between now and August. Every 
dollar you give will be matched dollar 

for dollarñdoubling your impact! 
Now Raising Funds for Tier II and 
Tier III Projects 
With Tier I fully underway, we are now 
turning our attention to raising funds 
for Tier II and Tier III, which include the 
following exciting projects: 
 

Tier II ð��Challenge Goal  
�i �� Phase I Baseball/Softball Complex 
Improvements  

�i �� Multi-Purpose Center 
 

Tier III ð��Victory Goal 
Phase II Baseball/Softball Turf 
Infield 

Parking Lot Repaving 
 

If you would like to learn more, make 
a pledge, or take part in this trans-
formative effort, please contact Dr. 
Doug Kuhlmann, Head of School 
at dkuhlmann@lhssc.org or (314) 497
-3014. 

 

Thank you for your continued support 
as we Grow and Serve in Christ! 

LHS BOARD APPROVES TIER I PROJECTS 


