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Reflecting on Confirmation

I tds no secret t hat Con f iSATMBDAY on at Holy Cross
has undergone some major changes recently. Itds my turn to preach, so |
| dm fully aware this has ¢eedroateedt heonseeroad rcfeedbiudan,l dm r ur
|l eaving many to wonder O0OWhyWbeand oOaHorw vceog met?lber ed s a gr ot
Pastor Gimbel, DCE Charity Smith and | took several waiting at the locked front door fi a Confirmation
weeks in May to address the current Confirmation student and her parents, ready to usher and
program in our Sunday Adult wBinbleei @6hasvhy andhalv&mdbhotd et th
so interested in revisiting our rationale in this article. me itds no probl em, and withi
Check out our Bible class recordings if you want to stationed with stacks of bulletins and ready to
|l earn more! Il nstead, I 6d s i peponglly bréek everyiore thathemtergs thevchurdh. y o u
what | have observed happening at Holy Cross as a They even unlock the other doors and turn the
result of these changes. Put yourselves in my shoes, Welcome Center TVs on for me so | can finish
for a moment, as | walk you through my average preparing for the service.
week here:
SUNDAY

MONDAY The service begins. Pastor Gimbel conducts liturgy
| arrive at the church building, Starbucks in hand, and while | try not to think about my sermon too much.
pass by my mailbox on my way to the office. | notice, The Word is read, some hymns are sung, | preach and
as usual, a stack of yellow service summaries sit back down. The choir sings a special piece during
submitted by our student s thé offertory; the pulpit blecksenddf eny \ded sf them in
worship services, ready and waiting for my evaluation the balcony. But in the half | can see, | spot a couple
and feedback. | scoop them into my open arm, of our students singing side -by-side with the adults.
unlock my office door, and look through the This place is awesome I mar v el silently
summaries immediately. | jot a couple notes here and first time.
there, | smile at what they got out of the sermon, and
| answer some intelligent questions about the Nicene On my way out, | pass by my mailbox, and sitting
Creed. It might be a pain , | think to myself, but within it is a fresh stack of service summaries, begging
theydre paying attenti on i n foc My raéentiony dtymegng tmorg r Work hfgy nme |
ever did. tomorrow morningébut | dm gl ad
WEDNESDAY é
l'tds 6:10pm, mor e than enou%_h_ tji.me to sgt up for. my

iscipleship. My one -word summary of Confirmation

class in 20 minutes. | hear chatter and laughter from
the Sacristy as a few parishioners, including one of
our Confirmation students, set up for worship this
weekend. They handle small yet vital tasks that go

her e. I'tds more than attainin
about acquiring skills and developing disciplines that
are necessary to live the Christian life according to

almost entirely unnoticed, such as replacing the Jesu SO0 ca 1 | only d e. scribed
numbers on the hymnal board and refiling candles our Confirmation students are up to these days; | left
the work of sever al student s

with enough oil. | grab my podium and notes from my :
office and walk towards the Welcome Center. The this abOL_’t the”_‘ all: they are more than_y(_)ung
handbell choir is practicin %eoﬁ"enw'tfi g,bgantduture  They arg _ﬁOP”Q ISpigles; ¢ 5 s
mostly comprised of our youth and Confirmation ho are using their God -given gilts, right now, to

student s. They sound IoveIy,SerVBtDi?ChUIrChi@%rwgap‘)fwwsferrupt and

tell them that. This place is awesome. And so are these people.

~Pastor Jason




Monthly Music Minute for June 2025

A series in which the music director shares some thoughts
about the music coming up in church this month

Oe of my favorite days of hymnody is coming up
S

oon: Trinity Sunday! Trinity Sunday, June 15, is the

last major day of the festival half of the church year.
On the week following Pentecost, Trinity Sunday is the
last feast day before we move to the green season,
or Ordinary Time, until Advent. Your memories of
Trinity Sunday may include singing bold hymns like
OHol y, Hol vy, Holyé and
Name, 6  earning
understand the nature of the Trinity (the very
apple analogy comes to mind), and reciting the very
thorough, if a little bit lengthy, Athanasian Creed.

| like the hymnody of this day so much because these
hymns are complete prayers to each person of the
Trinity. We sing praises to Father, to Son, and to Holy
Spirit; we pray songs of our beginning, our now, and
our yet to come. Hymns trying to praise a God this
great and mystical must be theologically rich and
musically powerful, and so many of them certainly
are.

However, we donodt j ust
Trinity Sunday. We have a practice of singing what
we call odoxol ogicalé
hymns. | thought it might be interesting to share the
history of how this practice of ending hymns with a
doxological stanza came into place.

The Lutheran Service Book: Companion to the
Services def i nesol 0dggx%
a00d Ol OAwWobAd, of praise. Generally, any
expression of praise to God, especially a trinitarian

formulation. Specifically, the  Gloria Patri ( Glory be

to the Father and to the Son . . .
conclude psalms and canticles. By extension, a
concluding stanza in hymns that acts

as a

doxological
metered

Singing to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as part of a
hymn dates back to at least the fourth century. At
the time, many Christians sang doxologies in response
to followers of the Arian heresy, which said that the
Son was not coequal to the Father. By the eleventh
century, ending hymns with a doxological stanza was

a common practice, with the same doxological texts
often put in multiple different hymns. This is a practice
we still have today (see the final stanzas of LSBs 805,
883, and 923 for an example).
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Doxological stanzas are only marked with the triangle
signifying standing if the hymn addresses praise to the
three persons of the Trinity. We have some hymns, like
LSBs 644 0The Churchods
OAl 1l el ui a, Song of
about the Trinity, but the praises are not sung directly
to the three persons, and so there is no triangle.

Iy God, We Praise Thy
Roxadopies @rie 8os just difal verses o hymies. We see
doxologies at the end of psalms and in other parts of
our liturgy. The Venite in Matins and the Magnificat in
Evening Prayer end with doxologies. The Gloria in
Excelsis, a song we sing at the beginning of almost
every service, is sometimes called the Greater
Doxology, as it is a hymn that expands on each
person of the Trinity, with a particular focus on the
work of Christ.

But |l etds get back to
moment. You are likely familiar with the practice of
standing if a hymn stanza is marked with a triangle.
These stanzas are doxological stanzas, or final stanzas

s i n goffehing npraise to the Father, Sory, and iHbly Spiitn

Often times you will hear me put on the zimbelstern

s t a n zamsthe angan, tahseriese af dmalb bells nhatnring at

random, traditionally used to signify singing things
that are from above.

For something that may seem on the surface so
liturgical, the practice of standing for doxological
relatively recent. Other than some
secondhand recollection from LCMS pastors in the
1940s and 50s, there is no record of this practice.
Indeed, it appears to be all but unknown outside of
the LCMS. Even within our synod, the practice has not
been consistent. For example, in some churches the
people stand for all doxological stanzas; in others
they do not stand if the hymn is sung during
Communion, and in others they do not stand at all.
é p. XXXV ) o

0, why stand? In a synod whose identity is so rooted
in good liturgical practice, why include such a recent
practice? Thereds not
that | found in my research. Personally, | like to think of
it this way: for a Triune God who is so mighty, whose
power and might and mystery is so great, the idea
that we are pulled out of our seats, overcome with

awe at Godds great,
particularly cool image.
Continued on page 3
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https://www.cph.org/lutheran-service-book-companion-to-the-services
https://www.cph.org/lutheran-service-book-companion-to-the-services
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he end of the school year is Something we love about Holy
always bittersweet here in Cross is the parents who send the

Preschool. We have spent the younger siblings because they
entire year learning, growing, and loved their time here so much with
making new friends! It is hard to the older ones! Next year we have
leave. We are so excited for our 4s four returning families with younger
to go to kindergarten and show siblings--how special!

their teachers all they learned at Headed into Summer, our hearts
Holy Cross. We can &fefulNoRdratitude &nd IBv@ ¥nfl
our three -year -olds return and to ready for rest. We hope all of our
start W|th our nery enro”ed three - Students have the best summer
year -olds! possible!

WE ARE

HIRING

Continued from page 2: HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
CLASSROOM ASSISTANT

One last thought on this, though. The practice of standing for
SEE POST FOR POSITION DETAILS

doxological stanzas is NOT a requirement, no more than standing or
kneeling is for the Confession of Sins. And while good liturgical practice
can help center ourselves on things above, it is also helpful to remember

that these practices are (sometimes even recently) man -made ~_—
constructs, and not commands from the scriptures. If standing is difficult - | < 636-272-4505 |
for you, or if it is just not someth | preschool@hoross.com [

fine! Christian Freedom removes any requirement or necessity of action

from us. Our preschool is looking for a part-time teacher assistant and
a floater who enjoys working with children and sharing God’s

As we head into this non -festival season of the church year, see if you
word. The hours would be 8:30 fo 12:00 on Tuesday and

can Spo t the little doxol o grca | ofes Thursday mornings in our three-year-old class. The applicant
the green season in these last verses of hymns. Add that little extra must be I8 years or older. The position would require a

ooom 9] ho t o your sin g i n g when we ge t background check and have current physical and TB festing.
your wonderful Triune God. - David Gilson The teacher aide supports the Director and the teacher by

helping to create a caring and safe environment for the

THANK YOU ever yone for your t hou g ht fu children and assisting in activities to improve the quality of
durin g Church Musi ci an A pprec i ation education. The candidate must be able to communicate, listen,
CWST for their wor k p uttin g t he rece and work well with others in a team environment. Assisting the
el der s for their t hou g htful g i fts a staff in implementing a quality educational program and
kindness, and am |l ooking forward to |

on sin D awn g d Gi |l son Send a message today to inquire!

developing a positive relationship with children and families.
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Meet the New Members at Holy Cross

Ou Sun., April 27, Holy Cross welcomed three new families at the New Member
Luncheon. Here is some background information about them so you will get to
know them better. Please welcome them to our church family when you see them at
worship or other activities.

NANCY BRAZEHoined Holy Cross last year, but she missed

attending the fall luncheon. She is widowed and lives in the

Villas at Crystal Ridge in OO6Fallon. S
has two grown children and five grandchildren. She spent 12

years in banking and 20 years as a payroll/HR manager. She

enjoys walking and working out in the gym. She transferred to

Holy Cross because she found it to be a place where she could

worship and feel at home.

BRINN MILLERvas born and raised in the Fort Wayne, IN, area
and moved to the St. Louis area this past fall when she accepted
the position as Choir Director at Lutheran North Middle and High
School. Other interests include photography, arts and crafts,
board games, puzzles, and running. She joined Holy Cross
because she already knew Pastor Kohm and David and Anna
Gilson from her days at Concordia Chicago.

REV. DENIS AND BARBARA WITTENBERGHERe been regular

visitors at Holy Cross for some time as Denis filled vacancies at

different area congregations. Their home is in the Fox Ridge

Subdivision in Wentzville. Denis was born and raised in Wisconsin,

and Barbara in Normandy, Missouri. They were both teachers

before Denis went to Concordia Seminary to become a pastor.

They have one daughter and several grandchildren who live in

O6Fall on. Barbara enjoys reading, sing
working with children and youth. Denis loves the outdoors and

hiking, collects music of the 60s, and enjoys helping friends and
neighbors. They joined Holy Cross beca
church with a combination of uplifting liturgical worship and

Bible Study, its in-reach of service and support, and its mission out  -reach to the

community. o
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F ATION CLASS April 2025

ay, Jacob Hardebeck; Benjamin. Schnoor Pastor Kohm.
Second row: Lacey Sumski, Jameson Alton, Lucas Van Wave.

Front row: Pastor Jel,

Benjamin Schnoor was confirmed October

2024, on Reformatioh 2024

CONFIRMATION STUDENT ®uring Holy

Week, 11 Holy Cross youth partook of their first
communion on Maundy Thursday, April 17, at

7pM. The five listed below were confirmed during

the Easter Vigil service on Sat., April 19, at  7pm.
Banners and posters hung in the Sanctuary to
portray the confirmands?®
their verses.

JAMESON SCOTT ALTON
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him. ~ Colossians
3:17

JACOB ALLEN HARDEBER&
Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be
established. ~ Proverbs 16:3

ORIA BROOKLYN RAY
Fear not, for | have redeemed you; | have called you
by name, you are Mine. When you pass through the

waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers, they
shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire
you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not
consume you. 6 -2 | saiah

LACEY ELIZABETH SUMS
In God, whose word | praise, in God | trust; | shall not

beiafeaigh What o3 flegh gloq me?,-Psplg 56:4 o
LUCAS RYAN VAN WAVE

43: 1

OFor | know the thoughts |
Lord, oOthoughts of peace, 4
an expected end. 6 ~ Jer emi 4d

RITE OF FIRST COMMUNION

Along with the confirmands, six students
underwent the Rite of First Communion Prior to
Confirmation during the Maundy Thursday, April
17, service at 7pMm: Chloe Benigno, Jocelyn Elick,
Rachel Evans, Lila Gimbel, Kason Smith,
Katherine Wiese

With the help of God, Holy Cross Lutheran Church grows disciples and transforms hearts for Christ
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Holy Cross SHINES

On May 10th, 13 members of Holy Cross participated in
the LCMS Missouri District SHINE Event. SHINE is a
statewide servant event where groups all across the
state, and even into lllinois and Kansas, find and carry out
a service event in their community. This is the fourth year
Holy Cross has participated in the SHINE event. Holy
Cross members teamed up with the City of Cottleville
again this year. Despite weather concerns and

Q NN
91:6 MIHLLVIN

Missouri District
Servant Event

rescheduling, Holy Cross had a strong group of volunteers to help clean up Legacy Park in
Cottleville. Donuts were eaten and fun was had by all.

Haywood; Not pictured: Marilyn Newby

Right picture, left to right: Ashleigh Wallace-Lacey, Karen Duscheke, Cynthi
Schnoor, Owen Schnoor, Anna Schnoor, Karl Schnoor, Neal Menscher, Dale Duscheke, Tom

a Menscher, Ben

HEARING ASSISTANCE XAILABLE
Those with hearing aids can now download and use a smartphone or
tablet app that broadcasts the service to their hearing aids.
(Bluetooth connection required)

Step 1. Log in to the Guest Wi -Fi
Network Name: HC-Guest

Password: Romans1:16
You will be prompt-&des o-Fijnéavork t

Step 2. Download the ListenWIFI App
Search your devi ce 0lssteaWRapshy bistea
Technologies

FROM THE ELDERS:

responsibilities is to address any
guestions or concerns from the
congregants of Holy Cross.
Please feel free to contact any
Elder displayed in the Welcome
h € | @éhter if you have questions or
concerns regarding services,
policies, procedures, personal

f| o rissugs,lpreother issues. You may
also contact either Pastor.

One of the El der 40

6 + Koinonia
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SPONSORED BY HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th -12th %rade

N e6-/ 1N VBS &

7:30 PM - 7:30 AM

GIRLS BRING DRINKS a b D P 4

" -‘ Py BOYiBRING S’NACKS‘V?Q | ILIIETQS @@
L olm e FISHING!

VETERANS TRIBUTE PARK ON KISKER RD,

MEET NEAR THE LAST PAVILION.
15 AND UNDER NO LICENSE, AND 16 AND UP WILL NEED A LICENSE.
CATCH AND RELEASE ONLY.

RSVP by May 31 with QR
o Code or at @l

L/ hcross.com/youth
- By e

FRIENDS, FAMILY, AND FUR BABIES ARE WELCOME.
4 SIGN UP BY JUNE 22ND y/
/ TO FIND OUT HOW TO GET A FISHING PERMIT
OR RSVP USE THE QR CODE OR VISIT
HCROSS.COM/YOUTH

B

and potw trained to e"tefl'ngs
th

N

& ’q de

\,:,
Family Dinner 5:00-6:00 pm

VBS 6:00-8 pm
Registration closes 6/10!

Register by May 24 and
get a FREE themed t-shirt

To register, volunteer or
donate, visit hcross.com/vbs

\'4
Hop%eeds

Come & Join us!
Thurs.,June 5, 2025
Thurs., July 3, 2025

Gym, 9AM-Noon

Seeds packed for missions.

Easy task.
Great Fellowship.
World Impact.

Sponsored by H

|=)

> >
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- \ vy n
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\ |\ 1
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St ewardshi p Blpa
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HOLY CROSS
LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
2025-2026 Ertollment; and, Registiation

We hope o heatv @Lot You doond

Contact our Director: Morgan Calcaterra, mcalcaterra@hcross.com

MOTQ i s supporting Philds Friends, an
oprovi di neenter€h support and hope to
t hose af fected by cancer . o0 They S

packages free of charge to your friends, family, and
neighbors who are fighting cancer. If you would like

to request a care package for a loved one battling

this disease, do so here https://philsfriends.org/
request -a-care -package/ . MOTQ donations from
Holy Cross members will be used to purchase care
package items to send to the headquarters in Illinois
for packing. For more information check out the

Phil 6s Fr i en ditpsWwghitsfsiendserg/h e r e

Look for details in News & Notes for a July 19 event in

thegymfrom 9AM to 7PMt 0 support Phil ds Friends.

fr,ggniffiion
%\ car e QO
Q
O
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ByLaw Proposals: Next Steps

Thank you to everyone who attended the Bylaw
Education Sessions in April and May! We are
receiving great feedback from the congregation.
The open comment period has ended (5/18 - 6/1),
but the Bylaw Committee is reviewing all feedback
and making adjustments to the Bylaw draft

proposal as appropriate. Next steps are below:

1. Bylaw Committee reviews feedback and adjusts
Bylaw draft proposal (June/July)

2. Afinal Bylaw draft proposal will be publicized for a
22week review period by Vot e
(June/July)

3. A special Voters' Assembly will be called (likely in
July) for a vote to approve  or reject the Bylaws
4 ., I f approved by the
will then go on to the Missouri District for final
approval

5. Pending District approval, the Bylaws will go into
effect at the November Voters' Assembly

Vot el

Please contact anyone on the Bylaw Committee if
you have any questions. (Karen Belter, Ralph
Erickson, Dave Schlesselman, Ashleigh Wallace -
Lacey)

May 21 & 28

Brainstorm + Vote on ideas for next school year
& Games!

June 4,11 & 18
VBS days

June 25, July 2, July 9, 16, 23 & 30
Blow Up Your Bible & Games!

Aug 6
High School: Backyard Bash at Holy Cross with loca
LCMS churches. *Note flyer for different times*
Middle School: Photo scavenger hunt at
Fort Zumwalt Park.
+ A =

8 + Koinonia

® Lutheran Women in Mission

All women of Holy Cross are invited to attend the

meetings of either or both Guilds. Joi n us as
the Lord with gladnessdé by
home and around the world.

Holy Cross has two LWML groups :
Holy Cross Ladies Guild meets second Friday, 10AM.

(CE26° ExeRind SHilg | Wil MGt if>epteqber.

ANNUAL HOLY CROSS

LUTHERAN CHUEGH GIUADID
RUMMAGE SALE
nhe.

o

Assemhty, Byl awsAM t

Dr o@pfDat es for donated it
Wed., Augdg. attd 1 to

Thurs. Aug 7, 1 t

We cannot accept clothing, e
Proceeds from this year's
:Need This group provides
:1019, transitional housing

21, youth devel opmebnas epd ogr:

icounseling, early Head Star

Efoster care case managpelrmecneti

iprovider programs.

GRACE GUILD ANNUAL CRAFT EXPO
November 1, 202%AM to 3PM

FEATURINGCUSTOMARTWORK WOODWORK CHRISTMASTEMS
EWELRY CARDS (RAFTEDHANDIWORK

VENDORS WANTED
Contact Applications Administrator Jan Paulson
HCGraceGuildgmail.com

e L LT TP E T T TR TP PR PTY TP

we
rai !

(0]
ect

al e
mer
for
ams

Proceeds will be donated to Holy Cross Benevolence Ful1d

Pray for the Holy
Cross members
attending the
convention, that
they have safe
travels and enjoy
the fellowship.

41T BIENNIAL
CONVENTION

Omaha, Nebraska

A ’ June 26-29, 2025

Holy Cross Lutheran

Chur



Community OEmptyo Ea

Sat., April 12, God provided a perfect
spring day for an outdoor event. We had
about 90 young children and their families in our
pavilion and on our backfield hunting Easter
eggs. More than 1,600 eggs were filled with
candy, and 100 oO0emptyo e
children of the empty tomb.

Those oOemptyd eggs cont ai
of paper t hat said 0Je
children found one of those slips, they could

redeem it for a chil dre
resurrection. No child left without a book.

When they turned in their plastic eggs, they

received a oJesus Loves Youbo sticker, whi ch
entitled them to an Andyds ice cream Dixie cup.
One little girl expressed to her mom as they were
|l eaving, 0This is the best day ever! o6 Anyti me we
can share the Easter story with people is a great
day. PHOTOSSUBMITTEBY DAVID SCHLESSELMAN
% Y}veW Z]Jo E v Zuvs PPe C P X |}JAUSZ 1+ P § «}u
Z 0% (E}u % €& vSeU v SZ de S}} }+ Euvv]vP 8} .v §Z JE-X
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