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Out of Control

ﬁ pe try does not come wh e rsay.cAad | hagedalsadbeeh n icestaini sisuatians or
q

uote from my all -time favorite poet, Lord environments that really did provide that creative,
Byron (1788-1824). Lord Byron believed that poetry is elusive spark when | least expected it. A sleepless
not something humans are capable of producing at night. A brilliant sunset on the beach. An apartment
will, or whenever they want. Rather, poetry comes that desperately needed cleaning and attention.
from something spontaneous and unexpected that And, back in early June, a severe thunderstorm while
sparks our creativity and expression. In my own life, | | was working on a sermon in my office. | want to
have found Byronds axi om t o shaee what luwmte that dag with yoti. Ehope it pomta
not. | am occasionally struck with an urge to write a you to Jesus.

poem, but when | sit down to start, | have nothing to

| am out of control.

The earth drinks, lightning blinks,

Thunder thinks out loud.

Sirens wail once. Twice.

I candt change this.

I candt stop this.

I candt escape this. | am out of con

I consider whatodos really going on,
Not just some atmospheric reflex

But a divine reminder of who | am.

I am small.

| am weak.

I am human.

I candt change this.

I candt stop this.

I candt escape this. | am out of con

Somehow, it reminds me of grace.

God became small.

God became weak.

God became human.

And that changed everything.

Jesus ordered all things to lead to that cross
And rose again. What else matters?

And before the cross my Lord still leads me.
To it He commands me.

Through it He forgives me.

I candt change this.

I candt stop this.

I candt escape this. | am out of con
And thatds good.

~Pastor Jason




Preschool Starts Sept. 2 4** "%
<

Little voices and footsteps will soon fill the lower level of the church. Young < - \ 7~
children will come ready to learn many new things, but most importantly, % b ﬂ 3 0 g

about Jesus, their Savior. Our mission is to develop and nurture the faith walk of "

families in our community and church through a quality early childhood priipehli
program. Our theme verse this year 1is PsaPrRESQHQ,OIHII Wi
for | am fearfully and wonderfully made: your works are wonderful, | know that

full well .6 We wild! focus on this each m

bl e

Only 3 spots remain in the 3AM cl ass. Mo I%Ielp & Bmai
Please share our website, preschool.hcross.com, with families who have children

who are 3 or 4 years old before August 1. Brochures explaining the programs, @ ar

times, and rates are available in the Welcome Center and the Church office. 2N

Completed registration form and fee may be turned in to the church office.
Parents can contact Preschool Director Dani Richardson at 636 -272-4505 to Y:’@S(f’h(‘)(‘)L
schedule a personal tour.

Parent packets, mailed to all enrolled families in June, and The Parent

Handbook will be reviewed at the Parent Meeting on Mon., Aug. 25at  6PMin the Direct your

church sanctuary. To make the first day more comfortable for the preschoolers, Thrivent Choice )
we are hosting an  Open House on Tues., Aug. 12 with Balance Gym from 6PM to Dollars ’TM
7pPM! Preschool families will have an opportunity to explore the classroom at our I Odg’tj!

Meet ON Gr eet @rm ClAasses begi2dh Tues. Sept. 2.

Please consider supporting our preschool with your Thrivent Choice dollars.

Annual Golf for Schools Tournament

Please join us and our friends at Child of God for a fun day of golf on Sun., Sept 7,

at the Falls at Turtle Creek. Shotgun start at 1:30pm. The tournament is sponsored

by Anjon Manufacturing, which specializes in custom water -scaping solutions for
residential and commercial landscaping. Registration forms are available in the
Church Office and on the Welcome Center table. The deadline to register is Aug.

31. Any business or individual interested in sponsoring a hole or game can

contact Jason White at 713  -859-0244. Proceeds benefit Holy Cross Preschool and
Child of God Lutheran Schools. Thrivent Action Teams will be used to support the
event.

We welcome Kristian
Homan to our staff.

She will be a Teacher
Assistant in the 3 -year -
old class. She has a
Bachelor's in
Elementary Education,
and her grandson

graduated from our
program in the spring. We are so thankful for our youth who donated their

time at preschool in June and July! Their help was
invaluable, and it really made a difference!
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Monthly Music Minute for August 2025

A series in which the music director shares some thoughts
about the music coming up in church this month

August is here, and at Holy 6Bmossas twatwimelantsabeac&k handabel
more nor mal routine! Summer tihs sendinmeg, idnd oauurare new, we
educational program-wndlt batpbiensti nt of wlelt fyomruce nvol ved in th
includes our music depart menthle Ihtanidsbh edn se xocuitt ifrog tsionmee, peaod
we get many members invo® vedvei mrlee adiadgy tfhoeg dhhuer cchomi ng se
song t hathyocnaen r i ng fhsam,d béefé |smmu t he
On August 10, one of the hynfmeanV\‘?e wicime éion'gn iusS tohnethe 18t
bel oved &PERiIi 320t o the 16Dhd, 3thec %llrﬂti ghty.
final stanza of this hymn is’'a gﬂre prayelr. ahbout prafising
God through&thenghurch Our 0s established an'd requ-
) t hfdul t ihloli rmeet weekly for re
Praise to the Lord! O Let awddddi®aday Snil gh-880 farhd® it d6eH4csRlo i r
Al'l that has life and breatdyr cfoinestn oWaNeaamresallaywi IAluhes t 2
with praises before Him! c¢choir is for -stchhoasosl pag efch ehicchtoi r
Let the Amen during Sunday church services
Sound from His people againithree to four weeks, in addit.i
Gladly forever adore Hi m! services throughout the year.
How can you, the Holy Cross fagyosuBiuagein thldchbibthdeibhaee
pray@rPi ke to share with yowaskme |WaghysbulthatwehOlUow e wehgbmg
mi ght be able to do so as the scohmmdt oYaefally e dtid Sgi VS Bur e
al ways, i f you have any quesytoiyonsanat tal Ic.o nPhliotnagst es cCateicu I tiea, lyk
to myself, David Gilson, or esshphoeaxti amg yan aggmeai It oathave peopl
dgil son@hcross.com month or so, so that our celehb
anniversary of the congregatio
By far, the most important thing you can do to be invol ved
in worship is simply to sing wividuTtHheucssongr egati on. One of
the great blessings of Holy AGriess.,a tc® uMb.e iySe atrgaeo wear ryd rafx c
singing congregation, and that pStjiargt spa¥ikt hmuysd e iph otghr e nPse wy!
Sing in church, whether you jtyhsitnkmuysdle hsakvig | Guad tVhoaei cuende
or not Sing from your hear ty.guSigh ¢ evdipgtl ho.mdWe a/g)ajirn@ofﬁ@megi.a A[r
when Gyeoudone that, 'keep singbydMePaRctabpa bef dhndtaeBegi nn
faith. Share with one anot hegrnpotthenetcrebstshass jand |G ornftaerdt st 00 fy o
the Gospel And keep the worptgsy 0 fy etth espe pler &atnalyimnesd oaft t h
faith on your hearts. the tidgme wyeoadi net hi kel yhep ha
Many paisd ogmolken to tell me GGl Gaadne Shim&aCc RwhGtht @t o ilkaev itdo
people are on their deathbednOowe dwotreed and non
responsive, very often one of the onl expressions of fait
they can share are mouthing 5aldrNgSTtRoU'\XEI"J\'eTA\ALc[rSOOSLbeMUhSy'n%S _
they have sung and kept in tlHeiyrouh &dratys .a nwdl njsphpkrejmetottgheehsdel
songs not just by listening,SOWMet CRyW asciinhgi.ng lterresg tal k to
repeatedly The song of the YOREr @&h bRdt hdred | 0dndd P OfESSi O
your voice in it confident s@bl|priesfterort oo opul ad i n
a place for you to play in chu
2 HANDBELL S that | ooks |like together.
Beyond congregational song, we do have some specific
groups you c@hnl ijle nt o fgegtouev-en mor e
involved, a@detvleat nécessar i lpk ahanw & 4tg®Bhedgati dlsyo wdhteh me, and
singing! One fun way to get yisnhvexlaved oig%lt%nmanieociv@@@ﬁhsémeey.
Adult Handbell Choir As we head into a new season a
This wiblMomatay ni ght s73f0romP62ayer that, no matter what ge
beginning Apguws tt 02 5.i-sncghear sl hdPggeh whet her we ring, play inst
on up, this ensemble rings iSd Nch wbrod !l ayb o uto NMb rfchee &P eno retarnc h
and at select special servicdesd worship together as one bo
I f you are interested é\nertoeiitfnog oaurpDaé;rmtddofGIhIaSnodnbeIIs;,
yowe r ungj died demn,dobany, August 18 at
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ANNUAL HOLY CRQGSS
UaiTeH ERANS Cent UHEGH GIUAD ID
Y SARUNMNGET"SALE i

Ladies Guild Goes to Bat in July

embers of the Holy Cro
held their Fourth Annu

<
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year's themeAwhsvbabebal hc d
entertainment, music, sing g, and Sfaad o d. ATuhge oi; g hrl |Agvhtt'00an
the gat hera ncga pypaed daamt at i on f the )
National Anthem by members f Phme@fRetgsciessdenat ed It:ems
Everyone enjoyed fun and fekl owship!Weldadi eAsu g@ui6l,d 1me et s
on slkeeond Friday oflOeveryhmonth at Thurs., Aug. 7, 1 twmo 4
Holy Cross gym. Guests and ew members are wel come! .

i We cannot accept clothing, efect

HOLY CROSS FIELD
LADIES GUILD

Proceeds from this year sEsaI1
in Need. This group provi des |

ages-190 transitional housfng
ages216 youth devel opment pr oc
based counseling, early Head
services, foster care case ma

safpéace provider programs .=

CRAFT EXPO
NOVEMBERL., 2025

9AM to 3PM
VENDORS WANTED

Guidelines and Applications packet available
on Welcome Center table, church office,
or on the church website.

Contact Applications Administrator Jan Paulson at:
craftexpo@hcross.com

HCGraceGuild@gmail.com

or contact the church office.

SPONSOREDBY
GRACE EVENING GUILD

HOLY CROSS|LUTHERAN CHURCH
Proceeds:fromvendorfeesto Holy Cross BenevolencerFund v/

Grace Guild (left) gathered June 20 at the Not Jaded
Tearoom in Wentzville. President Karen Copper shared a
Teacup Devotional . Attending were: Linda Ledford, Jan
Paulson, Sharon Wachter, Dianne Anderson, Brenda Fore,
Jayne Jepsen, Darlene Drilling, Kathy Weseman, Karen
Copper, Carol Crafton. Grace Guild meets in September.
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YACSTSHERVBB L Y
A speci al meeting has b

3, 2025, to approve new
Mi ssour i District appro
schedul ed HolBAsE€ermbbsyVo

SPECI AL

November and effective
meeting will take place
15 service concludes i
only agenda item wil!/ b
proposed byl aws.

Members are urged to atte

recorded by signature. | f
contact Council Secretary
council secr etoar y3@hc r30:6s8s..8cl

Aug. 1 for an excused abs
absences might i mpact your
Vot @&Arsssembl y. New membed s h
Assembly cannot be taken

the next regularly schedu

a, ’J/ch r%mzmmx

&4

REMENMBERIbon or after the
n | Holp €ross merchandige iy . onlshle ! for two
e waekepds oowha |: Jolyf 26t e & Aug. 2 -3.
Cash or check will be accepted. Payment must

be made at the time of order.  Orders will be

 { takeg inghe,Welcorme Centeg heforecand
Jfigr sevisesunabl e to attend,
arb Grosch at

DA |2+ +bty+ BAVE. THE DATE ++ + +

e Pl&n noWWh to eattend ntigex Malys €rdss 65th
_ %W@r§arysﬂimn%r dn8 PfoBram on Sun.,

' Pse t' 14, ht"don"4 TR éhrlsty Banquet

%en er, @QO%) IQ/gtgrlaln""slMernr11or|\a[1f Iﬂankm%y

Tickets will be sold starting Aug. 9 -10.

Rummage Sale
7 AM to Noon

in the Gym

Petting Zoo & Pony Rides

9-11 AM
Back parking lot

)
'Holy Cross Lutheran Church
8945 Veterans Memorial PWKY

Ticket price for an HCLC member is $10;
non -member price is $30. Only cash or
check will be accepted.

The meal will be served buffet style and
will include chicken and beef entrees.

Gluten -free meals with a chicken entrée are
available but must be requested when tickets
are purchased.

All children under 6 are free. Free child care
will be available at The Christy during the
program following the meal.

Watch the News and Notes
for updated information.

\Y/

Hop%ecds

Come & Join us!
Thurs.,August 7, 2025
Gym, 9AM-Noon

Seeds packed for missions.

With the help of God, Holy Cross Lutheran Church grows disciples and transforms hearts for Christ
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The Holy Cross Ladies Guild|and GraceCe#iEloWhg Guil d
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“Bold Hope in Christ”

June 22-24,2025 | Concordia, Missouri

2025 MISSOURI DISTRICT CONVENTION

BY CHRISTIE HAMPTON

Delegates, church workers, and guests from across Missouri gathered in Columbia for the 22nd
District Convention under the theme “Bold Hope in Christ” (2 Cor. 3:12). Over the course of three
days, attendees joined in worship, elected leaders, engaged in theological reflection, and
committed to the work God has called us to in congregations and communities.

gt

Opening Worship

The convention opened with Divine Service Sunday, June 22,
2025. Rev. Peter Lange, first vice president of The Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) (pictured above; photo by:
Noah Clark), served as preacher and built on the convention’s
theme "Bold Hope in Christ."

President’s Report

President Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan, re-elected as District
President, opened the business sessions Monday morning
with a message of hope rooted in the unchanging promises
of Christ. He celebrated signs of encouragement across the
District, including:

« SHINE! servant events, which engaged over
10,000 participants
« Continued growth in Lutheran school enrollment
+ Over $2.3 million in scholarships awarded through
the MOScholars program

Hagan noted progress to the four ministry priorities for the
past triennium: church worker recruitment, family
discipleship, community engagement, and shared ministry.
“Our hope,” he said, “is not in plans or programs, but in the
risen Christ.”

A Hope That Transforms

Rev. Dr. Kevin Golden, associate
professor at Concordia Seminary
and longtime Missouri District
pastor (pictured above; photo by:
Noah Clark), delivered Part | of the
Convention Essay on Monday
afternoon. Drawing from 2 Cor. 3:12,
Golden explored what it means

to live boldly because of our hope
in Christ.

Using illustrations from The
Shawshank Redemption, and rich
Scriptural imagery, he reminded
delegates that Christian hope is
grounded, not vague. “If your hope is
in your hope,” Golden warned, “then
your hope is uncertain. But in Christ,
it is specific, secure, and bold.”
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