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As We Gather 
HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS is celebrated in accordance with the Lutheran 

confession that Christ’s body and blood are truly given to us with the bread and wine to 

give forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to repentant, reconciled believers in Christ. 

Missouri-Synod Lutherans united with us in that confession are invited to receive the 

Sacrament with us. Others who desire to commune should first speak with a Pastor or an 

Elder.  

•For those whose health or circumstance may require it, Holy Cross offers an alcohol-

removed red wine (containing less than 0.5% alcohol) located in the center of each 

Communion tray.  
 

•Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to a Pastor or Elder before the service.  
 

•If you want communion in the pew, please let an usher or Elder know before the 

service. 
 

•Please do not stack the plastic communion cups in the baskets.  Stacked cups hinder 

the rinsing process. Thank you. 
 

ATTENDANCE PADS: We invite members and guests alike to take a moment to sign the 

red fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. Please provide 

contact information if you are interested in membership or if you would like to be 

contacted by the church. After signing, please pass it to your neighbor and then return 

it to its spot by the aisle. 
 

LIVE-STREAMING of 8 AM SERVICE WEEKLY: Holy Cross live streams the 8 AM service each 

Sunday on a link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this service for our members 

who cannot attend worship. The video perspective from the choir loft looks toward the 

altar and shows all aspects of the service from the sixth row of pews forward. This 

includes baptisms, children’s talks, and communion. 

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

Those with hearing aids can now download and use a smartphone or tablet app that 

broadcasts the service to their hearing aids. (Bluetooth connection required) 

Step 1. Log in to the Guest Wi-Fi 

Network Name: HC-Guest 

Password: Romans1:16   

You will be prompted to join the “HC-Guest” Wi-Fi network 
 

Step 2. Download the ListenWIFI App 

Search your device’s app store for the ListenWIFI app by Listen Technologies 

http://hcross.com
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Divine Service, Setting One  LSB 151 
 

 
Prelude: Partita on “St. Flavian”                        Healey Willan 
 
Opening Hymn: “The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place”                   LSB 838 

Please Stand 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross  may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Introit            Psalm 119:28–32; antiphon: v. 27 

P Make me understand the way of Your precepts, 

C  and I will meditate on Your wondrous works. 

P My soul melts away for sorrow; 

C  strengthen me according to Your word! 

P Put false ways far from me 

C  and graciously teach me Your law! 

P I have chosen the way of faithfulness; 

C  I set Your just decrees before me. 

P I cling to Your testimonies, O LORD; 

C  let me not be put to shame! 

P I will run in the way of Your commandments 

C  when You enlarge my heart! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son  and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Kyrie                   LSB 152 
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Gloria in Excelsis                    LSB 154 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

 O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for 

us all. Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow Him, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15–20                            Please sit 
 

A The Old Testament Reading for The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 is from Deuteronomy, chapter 30.  
 

“S ee, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If 

you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I 

command you today, by loving the LORD your God, by walking in His ways, 

and by keeping His commandments and His statutes and His rules, then 

you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land 

that you are entering to take possession of it. 17But if your heart turns away, 

and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and 

serve them, 18I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall 

not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and 

possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have 

set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, 

that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying 

His voice and holding fast to Him, for He is your life and length of days, that 

you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to 

Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
\\ 



 

8  The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost~ September 6-7, 2025 

Epistle: Philemon 1-21 
A The Epistle is from Philemon. 

P aul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and 

Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 
 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

4I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5because I 

hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus 

and all the saints, 6and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 

effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the 

sake of Christ. 7For I have derived much joy and comfort from your love, 

my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through 

you. 
 

8Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do 

what is required, 9yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an 

old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10I appeal to you for my 

child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. 11(Formerly 

he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 12I 

am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13I would have been 

glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf 

during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14but I preferred to do nothing 

without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by 

compulsion but of your own free will. 15For this perhaps is why he was 

parted from you for a while, that you might have him back forever, 16no 

longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a beloved brother—especially 

to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 

17So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive 

me. 18If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to 

my account. 19I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to say 

nothing of your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, I want some 

benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 
 

21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do 

even more than I say. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse                                Please stand 

    

    
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 14:25-35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 
 

    
 

N ow great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to 

them, 26“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and 

mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his 

own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not bear his own cross 

and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, desiring to 

build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has 

enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is 

not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30saying, ‘This man 

began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to 

encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether 

he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with 

twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he 

sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33So therefore, any one of 

you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
 

34“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 
35It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He 

who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

    
 

Children’s Message on Sunday                                              Please be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”                                LSB 853 
 

Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed                            Please Stand 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church        
      Additional petitions conclude: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 

      The prayers conclude: 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

 trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
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Offering              Please be seated 
As offerings are gathered, please take a moment to sign the red 

fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. If you 

are interested in membership, please provide a phone number or email 

address so that we may contact you.  
 

Voluntary: Repton                    Charles Callahan 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface                                                                             LSB 160; Please stand 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 

grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
 

Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy                              LSB 161 
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Lord’s Prayer                  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

Words of Our Lord   Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

The Peace of the Lord                                                                         LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei: “Lamb of God”                                                                     LSB 163 
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Communion Distribution                                                       Please be seated 

Please see notice on page 2. 
 

Distribution Hymns                        
LSB 696 O God, My Faithful God 

LSB 857 Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way 

LSB 729 I  Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus 
 

Dismissal                                                                                                            Please stand 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Thank the Lord                   LSB 164 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction                    LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: “Son of God, Eternal Savior”                                             LSB 842 
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Silent Prayer & Chimes 
 
Postlude: Final Variation on “St. Flavian”                                      Healey Willan 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church & Preschool 
 

8945 Veterans Memorial Parkway 

O’Fallon, MO 63366 

(636) 272-4505 + www.hcross.com + secretary@hcross.com 
 

Pastoral Team: Rev. Andrew J. Gimbel, Rev. Jason P. Kohm 

Director of Christian Education: Charity Smith 
Director of Music: David Gilson 

Preschool Director: Dani Richardson 
 

With the help of God, 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

grows disciples 

and transforms hearts  

for Christ. 

 

Together We Serve on September 6-7, 2025 

Preacher  Pastor Andrew J. Gimbel 

Liturgist Pastor Jason P. Kohm 

Director of Christian Education Charity Smith 

Organist David Gilson 

Elder    Saturday, 5PM Ralph Erickson, Paul Helvey 

Sunday, 8AM Don Wischmeyer 

Sunday, 10:45AM Neal Menscher 

Ushers   Saturday, 5PM Matt Benigno, Chloe Benigno 

Sunday, 8AM Refer to Elder 

Sunday, 10:45AM Donald Duncan 
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