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First Sunday in Advent
Service of Prayer and Preaching
Saturday, November 29, 2025
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AS WE GATHER

ATTENDANCE PADS: We invite members and guests alike to take a
moment to sign the red fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by
the center aisle. Please provide contact information if you are interested
in membership or if you would like to be contacted by the church. After
signing, please pass it fo your neighbor and then return it to ifs spot by
the aisle.

LIVE-STREAMING of 8 AM SERVICE WEEKLY: Holy Cross live streams the 8
AM service each Sunday on a link at our website (hcross.com). We
provide this service for our members who cannot attend worship. The
video perspective from the choir loft looks toward the altar and shows all
aspects of the service from the sixth row of pews forward. This includes
baptisms, children’s talks, and communion.

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

Those with hearing aids can now download and use a smartphone or
tablet app that broadcasts the service to their hearing aids. (Bluetooth
connection required)

Step 1. Log in to the Guest Wi-Fi

Network Name: HC-Guest

Password: Romans1:16

You will be prompted fo join the “HC-Guest” Wi-Fi network

Step 2. Download the ListenWIFI App
Search your device's app store for the ListenWIFI app by Listen
Technologies


http://hcross.com

First Sunday in Advent
Service of Prayer & Preaching
Saturday, November 29, 2025 at 3pm

HYMN: The Advent of Our King LSB 331 Please Stand
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1 The ad-vent of our King Our prayers must now em - ploy,
2 The ev-er - last -ing Son In - car - nate deigns to be,
30 Zi-on’s daugh-ter, rise To meet your low - ly King,
4 As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come a - gain
f — T T f f - i |
. e
oJ o '
And we must hymns of wel-come sing In strainsof ho - ly joy.
Him-self a ser-vant’s form puts on To set His ser-vants free.

Nor let your faith-less heart de-spise The peace He comes to bring.
And His true mem-bers all u - nite With Him in heav’n to reign.

5 Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

A 6 All glory to the Son,

Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

OPENING VERSICLES
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This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setfting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.

Our God shall come; He does not keep silence.

Prepare the way of the Lord.

Make His paths straight.

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness.
Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth.
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From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 Please sit

The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 2.
'"The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2lt shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the house of the LORD
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be lifted up above the hills;
and all the nations shall flow to it,
3and many peoples shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
fo the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go the law,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations,
and shall decide disputes for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.
50 house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE: Romans 13:8-14
The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 13.
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,”
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: *You shall
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love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong fo a neighbor;
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.
12The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as
in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality
and sensudlity, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11 Please Stand
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into
the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says
anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send
them at once.” 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet,
saying,

s"Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.

¢The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought
the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on
them. 8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds
that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to
the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!” 10And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole
city was stired up, saying, “Who is thisg2” "And the crowds said, “This is
the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”

P Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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RESPONSORY
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Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch.

This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land.

This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.

TEN COMMANDMENTS

You shall have no other gods.

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

Honor your father and your mother.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant,
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kihngdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Please be seated
LSB 357, sts. 1-3
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SERMON

HYMN: Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come LSB 350
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1 Come, Thou pre - cious Ran - som, come, On - ly hope for
2En - ter now my wait - ing heart, Glo - rious King and
3 My ho - san - nas and my palms Gra - cious - ly re -
4 Hall' Ho - san - na, Da - vid’s Son! Je - sus, hear our
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sin - ful mor - tals! Come, O Sav - ior of the world!
Lord most ho - ly. Dwell in me and ne’er de - part,
ceive, I pray Thee; Ev - er- more, as best I can,
sup - pli - ca - tion! Let Thy king - dom, scep-ter, crown,
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O - pen are to Thee all por - tals. Come, Thy beau - ty
Though I am but poor and low - ly. Ah, what rich - es
Sav - ior, I will hom-age pay Thee, And in faith I
Bring wus bless-ing and sal - va - tion, That for - ev - er
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let us  see; Anx - ious - ly we wait  for Thee.

will be mine When Thou art my  guest di - vine!

will em - brace, Lord, Thy mer - it through Thy grace.

we may sing: Hail! Ho - san - na to our King.

OFFERING

As offerings are gathered, please take a moment to sign the red fellowship
pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. If you are interested in
membership, please provide a phone number or email address so that we

may contact you.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

mind, let us pray to the Lord:
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For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
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Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for
the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us
all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all
who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

LLECT OF THE DAY

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

COLLECT FOR THE WORD

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take
them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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LUTHER'S EVENING PRAYER
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive
me all my sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this
night. For info Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and dll
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power
over me. Amen.

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

®P) The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -} Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve you.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332, sts. 1-2, 6-8
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come, Vir - gin’s Son, make

2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, By the Spir - it
6 For You are the Fa - ther’s Son Who in flesh the
7 From the man-ger new - born light Shines in glo - 1y
A8 Glo - ry to the Fa - ther sing, Glo - ry to the

H : _ . p—
if.’i’ = * =

O

TTe
T

O 1%

here  Your home! Mar - vel now, heav’'n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—

vic - try won. By Your might - y pow’r make whole
through the night.  Dark - ness there no more re - sides;
Son, our king, Glo - ry to the Spir - it be
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
All our ills of flesh and soul.
In this light faith now a - Dbides.
Now and through e - ter - ni -ty
SILENT PRAYER & CHIMES
POSTLUDE
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