
transferred us 
to the 
kingdom of  
his beloved 
Son,  

in whom  
we have 
redemption, 
the 
forgiveness 
of  sins. 
—Colossians 1:13-14 

He has  
delivered us  

from the domain 
of  darkness and 



As We Gather 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS is celebrated in accordance with the 

Lutheran confession that Christ’s body and blood are truly given to us with the 

bread and wine to give forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to repentant, 

reconciled believers in Christ. Missouri-Synod Lutherans united with us in that 

confession are invited to receive the Sacrament with us. Others who desire to 

commune should first speak with a Pastor or an Elder.  

•Those receiving communion have the choice of the common cup or 

the individual cup. 
 

•For those whose health or circumstance may require it, Holy Cross offers 

an alcohol-removed red wine (containing less than 0.5% alcohol) 

located in the center of each Communion tray.  
 

•Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to a Pastor or Elder 

before the service.  
 

•If you want communion in the pew, please let an usher or Elder know 

before service. 
 

•Place individual communion cups in the baskets without stacking them. 
 

ATTENDANCE PADS: We invite members and guests alike to take a moment to 

sign the red fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. 

Please provide contact information if you are interested in membership or if 

you would like to be contacted by the church. After signing, please pass it to 

your neighbor and then return it to its spot by the aisle. 
 

LIVE-STREAMING of 8 AM SERVICE WEEKLY: Holy Cross live streams the 8 AM 

service each Sunday on a link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this 

service for our members who cannot attend worship. The video perspective 

from the choir loft looks toward the altar and shows all aspects of the service 

from the sixth row of pews forward. This includes baptisms, children’s talks, 

and communion. 

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
Those with hearing aids can now download and use a smartphone or tablet app 

that broadcasts the service to their hearing aids. (Bluetooth connection required) 

Step 1. Log in to the Guest Wi-Fi 

Network Name: HC-Guest 

Password: Romans1:16   

You will be prompted to join the “HC-Guest” Wi-Fi network 
 

Step 2. Download the ListenWIFI App 

Search your device’s app store for the ListenWIFI app by Listen Technologies 

http://hcross.com
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Last Sunday of the Church Year 

November 22-23, 2025 
 

Prelude: Two Settings of “Helmsley”               Timothy Shaw, Paul Fey 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” LSB 802      PLEASE STAND 
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The sign of the cross  may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 

by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
Introit             Psalm 134; antiphon: Psalm 33:8 

P  Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

C  let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him! 

P  Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, 

C  who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 

P  Lift up your hands to the holy place 

C  and bless the LORD! 

P  May the LORD bless you from Zion, 

C  He who made heaven and earth! 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

C  let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him! 
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Kyrie                    LSB 204 

     
 

Gloria in Excelsis                  LSB 204 

     

     

     

     
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. 

Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your 

bountiful goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3:13-18                                                  Please Sit 

A The Old Testament Reading for the Last Sunday of the Church Year  

 is from Malachi, chapter 3. 
 

13“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How 

have we spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. 

What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning 

before the LORD of hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers 

not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’” 
 

16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid 

attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before 

him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be 

mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured 

possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 
18Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and 

the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve 

him.” 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Epistle: Colossians 1:13-20 

A The Epistle is from Colossians, chapter 1.  
13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 
 

 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by 

him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 

through him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 

preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse                                                                                      Please Stand 

     

     

     

     
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 23:27-43 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women 

who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, 

“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and 

for your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when they will say, 

‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts 

that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on 

us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the wood is 

green, what will happen when it is dry?” 
 

32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 

him. 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 

crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they 

cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but 

the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he 

is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, 

coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of 

the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the 

King of the Jews.” 
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39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not 

the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do 

you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due 

reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to 

him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed                                        
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Children’s Message                                                       Sunday/Please be seated 

 
Hymn of the Day: “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor”                        LSB 534 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sermon 
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Prayer of the Church          PLEASE STAND 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

 Additional petitions conclude: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 

 The prayers conclude: 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 

 

Offering                                                                                                                PLEASE SIT 
We invite members and guests alike to take a moment to sign the red fellowship 

pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. Please provide contact 

information if you are interested in membership or if you would like to be contacted 

by the church. After signing, please pass it to your neighbor and then return it to its 

spot by the aisle. 

 

Voluntary: Thine                                                    Philip Gehring; 3PM, 8AM 
 

Choral Voluntary: Holy Emmanuel, God with Us Ever         Paul D. Weber; 10:45AM 

Holy Emmanuel, God with us ever, 

Promised from long ago, the One True Light: 

Come, fill us with your grace, scatter the darkness, 

Holy, Holy Emmanuel. 
 

Holy Emmanuel, child of the Most High, 

Word, full of grace and truth, in flesh and blood: 

May we perceive your light amidst the darkness, 

Holy, Holy Emmanuel. 
  

Holy Emmanuel, keep us together. 

Unite our lives through prayer; love never ends. 

Comfort and fill our hearts with your strong presence, 

Holy, Holy Emmanuel. 
  

Holy Emmanuel, hope for tomorrow: 

Brighten the path we walk to endless day. 

Until you come again we trust your promise, 

Holy, Holy Emmanuel. 
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T Service of the Sacrament T 

 

Preface                                                     LSB 208  PLEASE STAND 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid 

on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, 

all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

Sanctus                            LSB 208 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who 

ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from 

the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a 

second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-

giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through 

Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of 

the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and 

salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 
 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord     Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini — The Peace of the Lord                                                            John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei: “Lamb of God”                         LSB 210 

    

    

    

    
 

Distribution & Hymns              PLEASE SIT 

LSB 680 “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” 
 

LSB 767 “Jesus, Remember Me” 
After the introduction, the congregation sings the song several times through. 
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LSB 549 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
 

LSB 761 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 
 

Dismissal                                                                                               PLEASE STAND 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis                 LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus                                                LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”     LSB 336 see next  page 

 

Silent Prayer & Chimes 
 

Postlude: Processional on “Helmsley”                                                    David Lasky 
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Closing Hymn: “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”                     LSB 336 
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Help us decorate 
the church for 

Christmas 
Nov. 29 

9am 
Bring the family! 

Sign up in the 
Welcome Center. 

WED., NOV. 26, 2025, at 11AM & 7PM 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

ADVENT begins Nov. 30. 

Join us for Midweek Advent services starting Wed., 

Dec. 3, at 11AM and 7PM. See News & Notes regard-

ing dinner menus on those nights starting at 5:30PM. 
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U
se the P

rayer S
pa

ces to jot dow
n nam

es or situations to lift up in prayer, and then —
 to allow

 yourself tim
e and space to be fo

cused in that prayer 
—

 you m
ight linger there to color, em

bellish, or doodle as you pray. P
rayer S

paces can be done a little at a tim
e over a long p

eriod of tim
e. W

hether 

it is a day, w
eek, m

onth, or season, use a P
rayer S

pace to pau
se, focus, and have a visual rem

inder of w
hat w

as lifted up in prayer.       
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Serving in God’s House  

November 22-23, 2025 

Preacher  Pastor Andrew J. Gimbel 

Liturgist Pastor Jason Kohm 

Seminarian Jacob Bode 

Director of Music David Gilson 

Choir at 10:45AM Sunday Adult Choir 

Director of Christian Education Charity Smith 

Elders    Saturday, 3PM Sol Conrad, Rob Paoletti 

Sunday, 8AM Mike Claxton 

Sunday, 10:45AM Neal Menscher 

Ushers  Saturday, 3PM Chloe Benigno, Matt Benigno 

Sunday, 8AM Mike Vesper, Mark Ziolko 

Sunday, 10:45AM Refer to Elder 
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