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As We Gather

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS is celebrated in accordance with the Lutheran
confession that Christ’s body and blood are truly given to us with the bread and wine to
give forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to repentant, reconciled believers in Christ.
Missouri-Synod Lutherans united with us in that confession are invited to receive the
Sacrament with us. Others who desire to commune should first speak with a Pastor or an
Elder.
¢ For those who may require it: Holy Cross offers an alcohol-removed red
wine (containing less than 0.5% alcohol) located in the center of each
Communion tray.
+ CGluten-free wafers are available upon request to a Pastor or Elder before
the service.
¢ Communion in the pew is available: let an usher or Elder know before the
service.
¢ Individual Communion cups: Please do not stack the plastic cups in the
baskets after use at communion. Stacked cups stick together and hinder
the rinsing process. Thanks for understanding!

ATTENDANCE PADS: Take a moment to sign the red fellowship pad located by the
cenfer aqisle of each pew. Provide contact informatfion if you are interested in
membership or if you would like to be contacted by the church. After signing, please
pass it to your neighbor and then return it to its spot by the aisle.

LIVE-STREAMING: Holy Cross will live streams this service as well as the 8 AM service each
Sunday on a link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this service for our members
who cannot attend worship. The video perspective from the choir loft looks toward the
altar and shows all aspects of the service from the sixth row of pews forward. This
includes baptisms, children’s talks, and communion.

Prayers for Worship
On entering a church
Lord, | love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the
multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that | may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as | come to worship You in spirit and in
fruth, | humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so
that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace
and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.
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Divine Service, Setting Three
December 25, 2025

Preludg: Suite on “Quem Pastores” Phil Lehenbauer

I. Manger Prayer

Il. Eastern Sages

lll. The Shepherds Rejoice
IV. A Silent Night

V.The Angels Sing

Please stand and face the procession

Opgning Versiclgs

@

®
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The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.
We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son who came from the
Father.

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.



Proegssional Hiymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex - ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn -ing;
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come ye, O come____ ye to Beth - le - hem;

Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;

Sing, all ye cit - i- zens of heav - en a - bove!

Je - sus, to Thee___  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:

Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Glo - 1y to God In the_ high - est:

Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Refrain
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

-+ Confegssion and {bsolution -t

The sign of the cross = may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Amen.
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In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a frue heart and confess our sins

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ

to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

(P)
who made heaven and earth.
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| said, | will confess my fransgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

*+ Sgrvicg of the Word -1

Entranceg tlymn: Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn LSB 391

y I
[ I L I I I

A | I [ L I o P [ | 2 P P F
| A W I () I I 7 e = ”) [P N

[NV I ) I I I I
Q) [ [ I I I

Re - joice, re - joice this hap-py morn, A Sav-ior un -
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to us is born, The Christ, the Lord of glo - ry!
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on high pro-claim And sing re-demp - tion’s sto - ry!
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My soul, ex - tol God’s great fa - vor; Bless Him ev - er
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LSB 187
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For sal - va - tion; Give Him praise and ad-o-ra - tion!
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collget of the Pay

@ The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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®) Let us pray.

P  Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh
may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 Please Sit

The Old Testament Reading for the Nativity of Our Lord is from Isaiah,
chapter 52.

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
?Break forth tfogether into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Cpistlg: Hebrews 1:1-6
The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 1.
ong ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our
fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us

8 Christmas Pay ~ Pecember 25, 2025



by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also
he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of
his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

SFor to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son,
tfoday | have begoften you"?

Or again,
“I will be to him a father,
and he shall be fo me a son”2¢

sAnd again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,

“Let all God’s angels worship him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

‘ﬁllgluia Please Stand
0 [ | ‘ | [ |
e — — | T i W —— | s s §
:%@ 47—+ 1 iv o e e e -
Al-le -lu - ia. Alldle-lu - ia. Alle-1Iu - ia.

Holy Gospel: John 1:1-14

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
o) | |
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that
was made. 4n him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

¢There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness, fo bear witness about the light, that all might believe through
him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear withess about the light.
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9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the
world did not know him. '"He came to his own, and his own people did
not receive him. 2But to all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God, 3who were born,
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Niegng Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
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And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated

Hymn of the Pay: Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
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1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
40 ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
A5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
s ——————
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the  proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end - ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo -ry, and do -
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have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion  praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - ry
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more
Ev - er-more and ev - er - more
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more A - men.
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SErmon

Offertory  LsB 192 Please Stand
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal -va -

gESEsE e
tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
Offering & Rite of Fellowship Please Sit

We ask that all worshipers take a moment to sign the red fellowship pad located aft the
end of the pew by the center aisle and return it to its spot when finished. If you are
interested in membership, please provide a phone number or email address so that we
may contact you. Thank you.

Voluntary: Divinum Mysterium Wilbur Held

Prager of theg Charch Please Stand
(P} Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Additional petitions conclude:
(P} Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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The prayers conclude:

[P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
-+ dgrvieg of thg dacrament -+
Preface LSB 194
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(P The Lord be with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
0 | | . | . ‘
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It is meet and right so to do.
(P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in alll

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh
You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the
person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
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Sanctus: “Holy, Holy, Holy” LSB 195
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Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
lsord’s Prayer LSB 196
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(P] Our Father who art in heav - en, hal - low - ed be Thy name,
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is in  heav - en; give us this day our dai - ly bread;
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and forgive us our tres - pass - es as we forgive those who
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the

o) |
o7 - —— e e e
ANV I | [ | I I = (&) 7
o ! \ | ' ! ' | ~
glo - ry for - ev - er and ev - er A - men.
The Words of Our lsord LSB 197
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(P] Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be-trayed, took bread,
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and when He had giv - en thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
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dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *F*bod -y, which is giv-en foryou.
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He took the cup after sup - per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it
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) |
P’ A T
e 00 o o ® o i
A1V || & ]
e —
This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
The Peace of the lsord LSB 197
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@ The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Wgnus Pei: Lamb of God LSB 198
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Pistribution for Holy Communion

Pistribation Hygmns: Please Sit

LSB 375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising
LSB 372 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is
LSB 378 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light

Pismissal LB 199

P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you
in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I« in peace.
Amen.

Please Stand

Nune Pimittis LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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ThanKksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

(® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benegdicamus LSB 212
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
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His face shine upon you and be gra- cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Closing Hygmn: Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

Silgnt Prayer & Chimes

Postlude: Von Himmel Hoch
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see bulletin page 21
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Closing Tlymn: Now Sing We, Now Rejoice LSB 386
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1 Now sing we, now re - joice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;
2 Come from on high to me; I can-not rise to Thee.
3 Now through His Son doth shine The  Fa-ther’s grace di - vine.
4 Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’'n-ly ground?
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He from whom joy stream - eth Poor in a man-ger lies;
Cheer my wea-ried spir - it, O pure and ho - ly Child;
Death was reign-ing o’er us Through sin and van -1 - ty
Where the an - gels sing - ing With all His saints u - nite,
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Not so bright-ly beam-eth The sun in yon - der skies.
Through Thy grace and mer - it, Blest Je - sus, Lord most mild,
Till He o - pened for us A bright e - ter - ni - ty.
Sweet - est prais-es bring-ing In heav’'n-ly joy and light.
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Thou my Sav - ior art! Thou my Sav - ior art!

Draw me un - to Thee! Draw me un - to Thee!
May we praise Him  there! May  we praise Him there!
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!
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https://www.bestcoloringpagesforkids.com/wp-content/

uploads/2016/12/nativity-coloring-sheets.jpg
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