


As We Gather 
 

The Holy Innocents are recognized as the first martyrs of Christianity, 

commemorated on December 28, for their tragic deaths ordered by King 

Herod in an attempt to kill the infant Jesus. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS is celebrated in accordance with the 

Lutheran confession that Christ’s body and blood are truly given to us with the 

bread and wine to give forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to repentant, 

reconciled believers in Christ. Missouri-Synod Lutherans united with us in that 

confession are invited to receive the Sacrament with us. Others who desire to 

commune should first speak with a Pastor or an Elder.  

•Those receiving communion have the choice of the common cup or 

the individual cup. 
 

•For those whose health or circumstance may require it, Holy Cross offers 

an alcohol-removed red wine (containing less than 0.5% alcohol) 

located in the center of each Communion tray.  
 

•Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to a Pastor or Elder 

before the service.  
 

•If you want communion in the pew, please let an usher or Elder know 

before service. 
 

•Place individual communion cups in the baskets without stacking them. 
 

ATTENDANCE PADS: We invite members and guests alike to take a moment to 

sign the red fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. 

Please provide contact information if you are interested in membership or if 

you would like to be contacted by the church. After signing, please pass it to 

your neighbor and then return it to its spot by the aisle. 
 

LIVE-STREAMING of 8 AM SERVICE WEEKLY: Holy Cross live streams the 8 AM 

service each Sunday on a link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this 

service for our members who cannot attend worship. The video perspective 

from the choir loft looks toward the altar and shows all aspects of the service 

from the sixth row of pews forward. This includes baptisms, children’s talks, 

and communion. 

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
Those with hearing aids can now download and use a smartphone or tablet app 

that broadcasts the service to their hearing aids. (Bluetooth connection required) 

Step 1. Log in to the Guest Wi-Fi 

Network Name: HC-Guest 

Password: Romans1:16   

You will be prompted to join the “HC-Guest” Wi-Fi network 
 

Step 2. Download the ListenWIFI App 

Search your device’s app store for the ListenWIFI app by Listen Technologies 

http://hcross.com
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The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
First Sunday after Christmas 

December 27-28, 2025 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367      PLEASE STAND 
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The sign of the cross  may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 

by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
Introit        Psalm 31:1,3,5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b 

P  These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

C  They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

P  In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame;  

C  in your righteousness deliver me. 

P  For you are my rock and my fortress; 

C  and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me. 

P  Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

C  you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God! 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

C  They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
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Kyrie                    LSB 204 

     
 

Gloria in Excelsis                  LSB 204 

     

     

     

     
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth Your 

praise not by speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict 

with Your will that our lives may bear witness to the faith we profess with 

our lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 31:15-17                                              Please Sit 

A The Old Testament Reading for the First Sunday after Christmas is from 

Jeremiah, chapter 31. 
 

T hus says the LORD: 

“A voice is heard in Ramah, 

 lamentation and bitter weeping. 

Rachel is weeping for her children; 

 she refuses to be comforted for her children, 

 because they are no more.” 
 

16Thus says the LORD: 

“Keep your voice from weeping, 

 and your eyes from tears, 

for there is a reward for your work, 

declares the LORD, 

 and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 
17There is hope for your future, 

declares the LORD, 

 and your children shall come back to their own country.” 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Epistle: Revelation 14:1-5 

A The Epistle is from Revelation, chapter 14.  

T hen I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 

144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their 

foreheads. 2And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters 

and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of 

harpists playing on their harps, 3and they were singing a new song before 

the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No 

one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed 

from the earth. 4It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for 

they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These 
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have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 
5and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse                                                                                      Please Stand 

     

     

     

     
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:13-18 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

W hen [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his 

mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 

about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the 

child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there 

until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 

became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem 

and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the 

time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what 

was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
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18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

 weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed                                        
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message                                                       Sunday/Please be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: “By All Your Saints in Warfare”                           LSB 517, sts. 1,9,3 

     

     

     

     

     

     
 

Sermon 
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Prayer of the Church          PLEASE STAND 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

 Additional petitions conclude: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 

 The prayers conclude: 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 

 

Offering                                                                                                                PLEASE SIT 
We invite members and guests alike to take a moment to sign the red fellowship 

pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. Please provide contact 

information if you are interested in membership or if you would like to be contacted 

by the church. After signing, please pass it to your neighbor and then return it to its 

spot by the aisle. 

 

T Service of the Sacrament T 
 

Preface                                                     LSB 208  PLEASE STAND 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 

Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 

sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our 

sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 

now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 

in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus                            LSB 208 

     

     

     

     
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

By faith the saints of old held fast to Your promise of things hoped for 

though not yet seen, leaving an example and encouragement for us who 

walk now by faith and not by sight. 
  

Grant that we may faithfully eat and drink this Holy Supper of Your Son’s 

body and blood and in the union of His mystical body, the Church, be 

joined in unending praise with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Moses, Elijah, 

and all the faithful prophets; the blessed apostles and evangelists, the holy 

martyrs, and all the saints in glory who fought the good fight of faith 

before us. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord     Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini — The Peace of the Lord                                                            John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei: “Lamb of God”                         LSB 210 
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Distribution & Hymns              PLEASE SIT 

LSB 393 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

LSB 390 “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” 

LSB 358 “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 
 

Dismissal                                                                                               PLEASE STAND 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis                 LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus                                                LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: “A Great and Mighty Wonder”                      LSB 383 see next  page 
 

Silent Prayer & Chimes 
 

Postlude 

Serving in God’s House: December 27-28, 2025 

Preacher  Pastor Andrew J. Gimbel 

Director of Christian Education Charity Smith 

Organist Andy Goodman 

Elders    Saturday, 3PM Jerry Lancour, Paul Helvey 

Sunday, 8AM John Bertram 

Sunday, 10:45AM Brian Belter 

Ushers  Saturday, 3PM Refer to Elder 

Sunday, 8AM Dale Dueschecke 

Sunday, 10:45AM Donald Duncan 
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Closing Hymn: “A Great and Mighty Wonder”                                              LSB 383 
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