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As We Gather 
HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS is celebrated in accordance with the 

Lutheran confession that Christ’s body and blood are truly given to us with the 

bread and wine to give forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to repentant, 

reconciled believers in Christ. Missouri-Synod Lutherans united with us in that 

confession are invited to receive the Sacrament with us. Others who desire to 

commune should first speak with a Pastor or an Elder.  

 For those whose health or circumstance may require it, Holy Cross offers 

an alcohol-removed red wine (containing less than 0.5% alcohol) 

located in the center of each Communion tray.  
 

 Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to a Pastor or Elder before 

the service.  
 

 If you want communion in the pew, please let an usher or Elder know 

before the service. 
 

 Please do not stack the plastic communion cups in the baskets.  Stacked 

cups hinder the rinsing process. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Prayer for Christmas Eve 
O great and glorious Redeemer, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace, we praise You, we bless You, we worship You, we glorify 

You, we give thanks to You for Your great glory.  O Lord God, Lamb of God, the 

only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

King of kings and Lord of lords, Emmanuel, God with us!  For You only are holy; You 

only are the Lord; You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are the most high in the 

glory of God the Father.  But chiefly on this most holy of nights we adore You for 

leaving the glory that You had with the Father before the world began.  We 

humbly ask You, by the holy mystery of Your incarnation and nativity, to deliver us, 

good Lord.  You who came that we might have life and be saved from our sin, be 

gracious to us and save us. Let the glad tidings we commemorate this night be 

made known to all people.  Amen.     From the Lutheran Book of Prayer 
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The Nativity of Our Lord 
Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2025 

Divine Service, Setting One  LSB 151 

 
 

Pre-service Music  
 

Confession and Absolution 
Opening Hymn: Joy to the World                                                            LSB 387 
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The sign of the cross  may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit        Psalm 2:1–2, 4–6; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

P When all was still, and it was midnight, 

C Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 
 

P Why do the nations rage  

C and the peoples plot in vain? 

P The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 

C against the LORD and against His anointed. 
 

P He who sits in the heavens laughs;  

C the Lord holds them in derision. 

P Then He will speak to them in His wrath,  

C and terrify them in His fury, saying, 

P “As for me, I have set my King 

C on Zion, my holy hill.” 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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P When all was still, and it was midnight, 

C Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 

 

Kyrie                  LSB 285 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

 

Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful                           LSB 379, sts. 1-3 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

 O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 

Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him 

as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He 

comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7           Please sit 

A The Old Testament Reading for the Nativity of Our Lord is from Isaiah, 

chapter 9. 
 

T he people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 
 

3You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
 

4For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 

5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 

6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High    LSB 368 sts. 1,3 

   

   

   

   

   
 
Epistle: Titus 2:11-14 

A The Epistle is from Titus, chapter 2. 

F or the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 

self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our 

blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 

purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 

works. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
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Alleluia and Verse                Luke 2:11 
C Alleluia. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 

the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

I n those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his 

own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with 

Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the 

time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no place for them in the inn. 
 

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 

with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 

good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this 

will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 

       and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And 

when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 

them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed         

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: Hark the Herald Angels Sing                                 LSB 380 

    

    

    

    

    

 
Sermon 
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Hymn: On Christmas Night All Christians Sing                                   LSB 377 

   

   

   

   
 

Prayer of the Church         Please stand 

      Additional petitions conclude: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 

      The prayers conclude: 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

 trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
 

Offering             Please be seated 
As offerings are gathered, please take a moment to sign the red 

fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. If you 

are interested in membership, please provide a phone number or email 

address so that we may contact you.  
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Handbell Voluntary: Ding! Dong! Merrily on High         arr. Sandra Eithun; 5PM 

 

Choral Voluntary: Star Carol                                  John Rutter; 7PM 

Sing this night, for a boy is born in Bethlehem, 

Christ our Lord in a lowly manger lies; 

Bring your gifts, come and worship at his cradle, 

Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! 

  

See his star shining bright 

In the sky this Christmas night! 

Follow me joyfully; 

Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! 

  

Angels bright, come from heaven's highest glory, 

Bear the news with its message of good cheer: 

"Sing, rejoice, for a King is come to save us, 

Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!" 

  

See, he lies in his mother's tender keeping; 

Jesus Christ in her loving arms asleep. 

Shepherds poor, come to worship and adore him, 

Offer their humble gifts before the son of Mary. 

  

Let us all pay our homage at the manger, 

Sing his praise on this joyful Christmas Night; 

Christ is come, bringing promise of salvation; 

Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! 
 

Voluntary: O Magnum Mysterium                                Morten Lauridsen; 11PM 

O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, 

that animals should see the newborn Lord, 

lying in a manger! Alleluia. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface                                                                            LSB 160; Please stand 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have 

given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 

Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy                            LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                 LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

 In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of 

time Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 
 

 Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His 

body and drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace 

and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
 

 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer         

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Our Lord   Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

The Peace of the Lord                                                                          
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Agnus Dei: “Lamb of God”                                                                      LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Communion Distribution                                                       Please be seated 

Please see notice on page 2. 
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Distribution Hymns: 
 

         What Child is This                   LSB 370 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

Away in a Manger              LSB 365 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

It Came upon the Midnight Clear             LSB 366 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence              LSB 621 
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 Where Shepherds Lately Knelt            LSB 369 

    

    

    

    
 

Dismissal                                                                                                            Please stand 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His 

sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You 

not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 

Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The 3PM service continues with the Benediction and the singing of "Silent Night" p. 22. 
 

The 5PM, 7PM, and 11PM services continue with the Service of Candlelight. P. 21 
 

Benediction                  LSB 166 

P May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give 

you peace this Christmas and always, and the Almighty God, Father, T 

Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Go to Page 22 
——————————————————————————————— 

Service of Candlelight 
Lighting of the Candles 

(The pastor takes the light from the Christ candle and passes the light on to the 
congregation. Tip only the unlighted candle. Do not tip the lighted candle to 
avoid dripping the wax! Hold the candles straight up and the wax will not drip. 
Thank you.) 

 

Carillon-Prelude on O Little Town of Bethlehem                              Paul Fey 
 

Versicles 
P The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

C The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
 

P On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 

C We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son who came from 

the Father. 
 

P For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
 

P Jesus said: “I am the light of the world. 

C Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 

Collect 
P Let us pray. 

 O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we 

may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction                   LSB 166 

P May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give 

you peace this Christmas and always, and the Almighty God, Father, T 

Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night                           LSB 363  

    

    

    

    

 
Silent Prayer & Chimes 
 

Postlude: Fanfare on "In Dulci Jubilo"                     Paul Fey 
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LIVE-STREAMING : Holy Cross will live stream all Christmas Eve services as well as the 8 AM service each Sunday 

on a link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this service for our members who cannot attend wor-

ship. The video perspective from the choir loft looks toward the altar and shows all aspects of the service from 

the sixth row of pews forward. This includes baptisms, children’s talks, and communion. 

http://hcross.com
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Serving in God’s House 

December 24, 2025 
 

Preacher at 3PM, 5PM Pastor Andrew J. Gimbel 

Liturgist at 7PM, 11PM Pastor Jason P. Kohm 

Director of Music 

   Organist at 5PM, 7PM, 11PM 
David Gilson 

   Organist at 3PM Andy Goodman 

   Brass Musicians  at 5PM, 7PM Bill Simpson, Brian Storm, Matt Alton,  

Larry Shroth, Shana Ziolko, Byron Alton 

   Holy Cross Handbell Choir at 5PM Directed by David Gilson 

   Flutist at 5PM Katie Temple 

   Holy Cross Adult Choir at 7PM 

      Choir Accompanist 

Directed by David Gilson 

Sara Shroth 

   Violinist at 11PM Drake Nagle 

Elder 3PM Ralph Erickson, Jerry Lancour, Paul Helvey 

5PM Neal Menscher, Ralph Erickson 

7PM Ed Belter, Brian Belter 

11PM John Bertram, Sol Conrad 

3PM Donald Duncan, David Schlesselman Ushers   

5PM Greg, Ede, & Ella Emerick 

7PM Mark Ziolko 

11PM Refer to Elder 

Acolytes 7PM Aleeah Ray, Faith Blackwell 



 

24  The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve ~ December 24, 2025 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
& Preschool 

 
8945 Veterans Memorial Parkway 

O’Fallon, MO 63366 

(636) 272-4505 
www.hcross.com 

 

Rev. Andrew J. Gimbel 

Rev. Jason P. Kohm 
Pastoral Team 

 

Charity Smith 
Director of Christian Education 

 

David Gilson 
Director of Music 

 

Dani Richardson 
Preschool Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the help of God, 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

grows disciples 

and transforms hearts  

for Christ. 


