Matthew 18:15-17

"“If your brother sins against you, go
and tell him his fault, between you
and him alone. If he listens to you,
'you have gained your brother. 16 But
if he does not listen, take one or two
others along with you, that every
charge may be established by the
evidence of two or three witnesses.

.

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 5 & 6, 2026



ds We Gather

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS is celebrated in accordance with the Lutheran
confession that Christ's body and blood are fruly given to us with the bread and wine o
give forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to repentant, reconciled believers in Christ.
Missouri-Synod Lutherans united with us in that confession are invited to receive the
Sacrament with us. Others who desire to commune should first speak with a Pastor or an
Elder.
e For those whose health or circumstance may require it, Holy Cross
offers an alcohol-removed red wine (containing less than 0.5%
alcohol) located in the center of each Communion tray.
o Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to a Pastor or Elder
before the service.
¢ If you want communion in the pew, please let an usher or Elder know
before the service.
¢ Please do not stack the plastic communion cups in the baskefs.
Stacked cups hinder the rinsing process. Thank you.

ATTENDANCE PADS: We invite members and guests alike to take a moment to sign the
red fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. Please provide
contact information if you are interested in membership or if you would like to be
contacted by the church. After signing, please pass it to your neighbor and then return
it to its spot by the aisle.

LIVE-STREAMING of 10 AM SERVICE THIS WEEK: Holy Cross will live stream the 10 AM
service this Sunday on a link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this service for our
members who cannot attend worship. The video perspective from the choir loft looks
toward the altar and shows all aspects of the service from the sixth row of pews forward.
This includes baptisms, children’s talks, and communion.

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
Those with hearing aids can now download and use a smartphone or tablet app that
broadcasts the service to their hearing aids. (Bluetooth connection required)
Step 1. Log in to the Guest Wi-Fi
Network Nome: HC-Guest
Password: Romans1:16
You will be prompted to join the "HC-Guest” Wi-Fi network

Step 2. Download the ListenWIFI App
Search your device’s app store for the ListenWIFI app by Listen Technologies



http://hcross.com

The Fiftegnth Sunday after Pentecost
September 5 & 6, 2026
Divine Service, Setting One LSB 151

Prelude: Theme from Partita on 'l Want to Walk as a Child of the Light"  John Behnke
Preludg: Children of the Heavenly Father

Confegssion and fdbsolation
Opgning tiymn: Rise, Shine, You People LSB 825

Jon Vieker

Please Stand
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how He sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;

3 Come, cel - e-brate, your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,

4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent His Son to save us.
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Our hu-man sto - ry; God in Him is cen - tered.
He brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing.
Your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing.
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us.
= ‘ —— e - ——
| r\:_)vn L i- -| —] i !F I !F i' o i
He comes to us, by death and sin sur -
All men and wom - en, who by guilt are
To all the world go out and tell the
Tell how the  Spir - it calls from ev - 'ry
o] . .
A i —¥ E— | — A
N~ C‘ (&) | PN | = o | ‘_’,1 Il |
L \Q_)v 1 ¥ I I O Il |
round - ed, With grace un - bound - ed.
driv. - en, Now are for - giv - en.
sto - 1y of Je - sus’ glo - ry.
na - tion His new cre - a - tion.
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The sign of the cross ' may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

B
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In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the fruth is notf in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.

Let us then confess our sins fo God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father

and of the -1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

LSB 152

Amen.
Servicg of the Word
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m peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.
Gloria in €xeglsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collget of the Pay
P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P Letus pray.
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants,
Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right
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and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9 Please sit
The Old Testament Reading for the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from
Ezekiel, chapter 33.

¢ Q o you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of

Israel. Whenever you hear a word from My mouth, you shall give
them warning from Me. 8If | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall
surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to furn from his way,
that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood | will require at
your hand. ?But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does
not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have
delivered your soul.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 32 Sunday
The liturgist sings parts marked "A"; the congregation sings parts marked "C"

Antiphon

Antiphon
% —— e
= i s o —
oJ ] =
Lord, for - give the wrong I have done.

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is remitted.
Blessed the man to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
in whose spirit is no guile.
Antiphon
To you | have acknowledged my sin;
my guilt | did not hide.
I said, "l will confess my fransgression to the LORD,"
And you have forgiven the guilt of my sin.

Antiphon
You are a hiding place for me;

you keep me safe from distress;

you surround me with cries of deliverance.
Antiphon
Rejoice in the LORD; exult, you just!

Ring out your joy, all you upright of heart!
Antiphon

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 7



C€pistlg: Romans 13:1-10
The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 13.

Ise’r every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted
by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be
afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God,
an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. sTherefore
one must be in subjection, not only fo avoid God's wrath but also for the
sake of conscience. éFor the same reason you also pay taxes, for the
authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay fo all
what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor
is owed.

80Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves
anofher has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,”
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” 0Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

dllgluia and Verse LsB 156 Please stand
f) & |
o | [— I
e e e
ANYY 4 | | | | | | & P () I | |
PY) _ ‘ ' I el \ I—
Al-le - lu -ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
f) & | — f— |
P I f " T P —-
e o, .  |7tr ., 5 |
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

8 The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ September 5 & 6, 2026



Holy Gospel: Mathew 18:1-20
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.

h | [— |
[ A I | [ | [ N |

> o o o * o |
o

Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

t that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest

in the kingdom of heaven?2” 2And calling to him a child, he put him
in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, | say to you, unless you turn and
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
“Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven.

s“*Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, sbut
whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would
be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and
to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

7"Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that
temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes!
8ANd if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it
away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two
hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. YAnd if your eye
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to
enter life with one eye than with two eyes fo be thrown into the hell of
fire.

10%See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For | tell you that
in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in
heaven. "For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you
think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray,
does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of
the one that went astray? 13And if he finds if, truly, | say to you, he
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray.
1450 it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little
ones should perish.

15%f your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if
he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every
charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.
17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to
listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. 18Truly, | say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
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19Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they
ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or
three are gathered in my name, there am | among them.”

P Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.

o) | N

| i I H

Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message Please be seated
Hymn of theg Pay: Children of the Heavenly Father LSB 725
Fale— = | { — . —]

[NV '| & - [ ] I II =I =I ﬁl

1 Chil - dren of the  heav’'n-ly Fa - ther Safe - ly

2 God His own doth tend and nour - ish; In His

3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er From the

4 Though He giv - eth or He tak - eth, God His

04 r—

[ #L [ | | [ I | [ >y |
Hoy o —®—9 7 - j ] — . - —
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in His bos - om gath - er; Nest-ling bird nor star in

ho - ly courts they flour -ish. From all e - vil things He

Lord His chil-dren sev - er; Un - to them His grace He
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth; His the lov - ing  pur - pose

) # .
'ﬂ‘" i i  —r—— 1 — —
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heav - en Such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
spares them; In His might - y arms He  bears them.
show - eth, And their sor - rows all He know - eth.
sole - ly To pre - serve them  pure and ho - ly.
SErmon
Niegng Creed Please Stand

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
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begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prager of theg Charch
Additional petitions conclude:
P} Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
frusting in Your mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Offering Please be seated
As offerings are gathered, please take a moment to sign the red
fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. If you
are interested in membership, please provide a phone number or email
address so that we may contact you.

Voluntary: Children of the Heavenly Father Dan Forrest
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Servieg of the dacrament

Preface LSB 160/Please Stand
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

R RF BF

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in alll
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy LSB 161
o) | — ‘ |
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
| | I A | | | [ |
1 o —— e e —— ——H
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Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
g e e e e e =
(> el e, TP el
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
o) | |
| [ [ | [ JA | [ [ | | =N N |
1/ | | [ | [ 1/ | | [T 1 | o) 7 'n
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prager of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
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to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and
His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in
His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

loord’s Prayer LSB 162

P

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kihngdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who tfrespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Our lsord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

LJ

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My = body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it fo them, saying: “Drink of if, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My - blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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The Peace of the lord LSB 163
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(P} The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

o)
—
A - men
Hgnus Pei: “Lamb of God” LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Communion Pistribution Please be seated

Please see notice on page 2.
Pistribation Hgmns
LSB 820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker
LSB 411 1 Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
LSB 862 Oh, Blest the House
LSB 864 Shepherd of Tender Youth

14 The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ September 5 & 6, 2026



Pismissal

Please stand

[P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you
in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

LSB 164

Amen.
Thank the lsord
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collget

Benediction

J

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary giff, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith foward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LSB 166

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Tlymn: Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways LSB 707
#
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1 Oh, thatthe Lord would guide my ways To keep His stat-utes still!
2 Or - dermy foot-steps by Thy Word And make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sistmy soul, too apt to stray, A  strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in  Thy com-mands—’Tis a de-light- ful road—
o] . . .
[ | | [ | I I I I | I i |
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His  will!
Let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, But keep my con-science clear.
And should I e’er for - get Thy way, Re-store Thy wan-d’ring sheep.
Nor let my head or heart or hands Of-fend a-gainst my God.

Silgnt Prayer & Chimes

Postlude: Praeludium Hermann Schroeder
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Serving in God’s House Today
September 5 & 6, 2026

Preacher Pastor Andrew J. Gimbel
Liturgist Pastor Jason P. Kohm
Director of Christian Education Charity Smith

Director of Music David Gilson
Seminarians Jacob Bode

Kyle Beckstrom
Clyde Diercks

Saturday 5pm Rick Wiese/Sol Conrad
Elders Sunday 8Am John Bertram

Sunday 10:45AM Bruce Richarson

Saturday 5pm Rick Wisa
Ushers Sunday 8Am Refer to Elder

Sunday 10:45Am Cynthia Menscher
Acolyte Sunday 8Am Elsie Claxton

COVER: Understanding Matthew 18:15-17: Conflict Resolution in the Church
https://image?2.slideserve.com/5094799/matthew-18-15-17-ljpg
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MATTHEW 18:20

For where two or three are
gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.
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Jesus Teaches His Followers That the Greatest Is
Like a Little Child

Matthew 18:3 - And Jesus said, °| tell you the truth. You must change and bacome like litle
children. If you don't do this, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.'

hitps:/hwww. kidsfaithacademy. com
youngdiscipleministry2 4@gmail com
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